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(1 Perer I. 11. 


Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when it testified beforeband the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory that should follow. ; of 


Ir was the observation of the Angel to John, that “the Spirit 
of Prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.” (Rev. xix. 10.) “He 
referred not so much, we presume, to the Spirit of Prophecy 
speaking tm Jesus, as to the Spirit of Prophecy speaking of 
Jesus: and hence it is-that-all the Prophets are said to have given 
witness to him. (Acts x..43.) And because the Spirit bare wit- 
ness to him so often, and in language so diversified, impressive, 
and majestic, the Prophets were led, as jt were irresistibly, to the 
study of these reiterated and wonderful predietions.. It is true, - 
the study was rendered somewhat difficult by the delivery of this 
testimony “ beforehand ;” that is to say, long before the accom- 
plishment of the event. But if this circumstance added to the 
difficulty of the study, it also excited a proportionate ardour in 
the students to master that difficulty; and therefore the text in- 
forms us, that they “searched diligently what, and what manner | 
of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when 
it testified befeasband the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that 
should follow.” : 

In discoursing on this portion of Holy Writ,‘ we might collect 
from it some strong proofs of the Saviour’s true,and proper divin- 
ity, of + faint personality and divinity of the Holy Spirjt, and 
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of the divine authority of the Holy Scriptures. But although 
these would form very interesting topics of discussion; and might, 
with great propriety, be introduced into a sermon on these words; 
yet, as the thread of the Apostle’s argument leads our attention 
more immediately to the subject-matter of the testimony, than to 
‘ the nature and perfection of the testifier, we shall confine ourselves 
entirely to this view of the text. Our remarks will be included 
in the consideration, 

I. Of the Spirit’s Testimony to the Sufferings of Christ ; and 

II. Of his Testimony to the Glory that should follow them. 

I. We have to consider the Spirit’s Testimony to the Suffer- 
ings of Christ. We cannot, with Hammonp and Wurrsy, (see 
their Commentaries on the place,) suppose that these words con- 
tain any reference whatever to those sufferings which Christ en- 
dures in his members; since they neither form any part of the 
salvation” which the Prophets foretold “should come unto us,” 
nor yet any part of the means by which that salvation was secured. 
And these were the great objects of the prophetic study accord- 
ing to Peter. We therefore understand the text as referring te 
the personal sufferings of Christ; and particularly to those of them 
which have been significantly denominated his “ Cross and Pas- 
sion.” Now concerning these we may observe, 

1. They were predicted or foretold. The very first mention 
that is ever made of Christ in the Scriptures, refers to him as one 
appointed to suffer. For when the great Jehovah was passing 
sentence on the old serpent for seducing our first parents, he said, 
“T will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.” (Gen. iii. 15.) But, 

2. It was predicted that the sufferings of Christ would be great 
and overwhelming. 

He was to suffer much from Men. Of this branch of the 
Saviour’s sufferings the inspired Psalmist speaks in the following 
language: (Ps. xxii. 6—8, 11—16:) “I am a worm and no man; 
a reproach of men, and despised of the people. All they that see 
me laugh me to scorn; they shoot out the lip: they shake the 
head, saying, He trusted in the Lord that he would deliver him; 
let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. Be not far from 
me, for trouble is near: for there is none to help. Many bulls 
have encompassed me, strong bulls of Bashan have beset me 
round. ‘They gaped on me with their mouths as a ravening and 
a roaring lion. Iam poured out like water, and all my bones are 
out of joint: my heart is like wax, it is melted in the midst of 
my bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd: and my 
tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the 
dust of death. For dogs have compassed me, the assembly of 
the wicked have enclosed me; they pierced my hands and my 
feet.” To the same effect does Isaiah express himself, saying, 
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“The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, 
neither turned away back. 1 gave my back to the smiters, and 
my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid not my face 
from shame and spitting.” (Isa. 1.5, 6.) The same Prophet else- 
where predicts that he would be so ill used of men, as scarcely to 
be knowable to his friends, from the marring and disfiguring of 
his countenance. ‘As many were astonished at thee: his visage 
was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the 
sons of men.” (Isa. lii. 14.) 3 

He was also to suffer much from his Divine Father. For, ‘‘it 
pleased the Lord to bruise him and to put him to grief.” (Isa. lit. 
10.) In these words we understand the Prophet to say, that it 
seemed good to the Father greatly to afflict him, and to put him 
to peculiar grief. For the word which is here translated “bruised,” 
signifies to break a thing all to pieces, to crush it, to pound or 
bruise it as in.a mortar, until it become a perfect pulp. And, as 
if this were not enough, the Father is represented as citing and _ 
commissioning the sword of justice to spend its ravages on his 
sacred person. ‘Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd, and 
against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts: Smite 
the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered :” (Zech. xiii. 7.) 
And, what greatly added to his sufferings, converting his whole 
life into his Cross and Passion was, that they were certainly and ~ 
constantly placed fully in his: view; so that wherever he went, 
and whatever else engaged his attention, he never lost sight of 
this circumstance, that he was born to the endurance of these suf- 
ferings, and had this bitter cup to drink. 

3. The Spirit of Christ did not more expressly predict the ex- 
istence and severity of his sufferings, than this remarkable cir- 
cumstance, that they were not to be endured on his own account. 
‘“‘ After threescore and two weeks,” said Daniel, ‘shall Messiah 
be cut off, but not for himself.” (Dan. ix. 26.) Endured on his 
own account they could not be, he being emphatically designated 
“the Holy One, and the Just.” (Acts iii. 14.) This character 
perfectly accords with Isaiah’s prophetic description of him: “ And 
righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the 
girdle of his reins.” (Isa. xi. 5.) ‘These were to be the support 
and the ornament of his character, as for both these purposes the 
girdle was used by the ancients. In this passage the Prophet is 
rather asserting his freedom from the taint of original corruption, 
than from the stain of personal transgression: and because he was 
thus pre-eminently pure and just, it was said in reference to him, 
“The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that Holy Thing, 
which shall be born of thee, shall be called The Son of God.” 
(Luke i. 35.) Indeed, so free was the Saviour from any partici- 
pation of that depravity which is natural to man, as fully to justify 
‘he Apostle in saying that he was “ holy,” that is to say, perfectly 
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holy before God; “ harmless,” completely harmless as it respects 
men; “undefiled,” without the least defilement by his birth; and 
“ separate from sinners,” altogether free from any moral contam- 
ination by his intercourse with them. Now being thus pure and 
perfect, suffering could neither be necessary for the correction of 
any evil in himself, nor justly unflicted on him on his own account. 
Do any ask, But if he did not suffer on his own account, on whose 
account did he suffer ? We unhesitatingly reply,—He suffered for 
all mankind. And this property of the Saviour’s sufferings was 
most explicitly set forth to the Old Testament Saints by the Spirit 
of Prophecy. “Surely,” said this Spirit, (when speaking by 
Isaiah of Messiah’s sufferings) “he hath borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows: yet did we esteem him to be stricken,” for 
his own sins; “smitten of God,” as one whom he saw to be 
highly deserving of stripes, and whom he could not righteously 
suffer to escape; “and afflicted,’—most justly and peculiarly 
afflicted.—‘“‘ But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 
pene astray; we have turned every one to his own way ; and the 

ord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isa. liii. 4—6.) 
Any other view of Christ’s sufferings cannot, we think, be given 
without rendering them altogether unjustifiable, and inexplicable. 
For let it be well remembered, that “in him was no sin;” (1 John 


ili. 5;)—that “ he did,” that is, committed “ no sin, neither was 


guile found in his mouth;” (1 Pet. ii. 22;)—that he was not 
conscious of any thing existing in him that was contrary to the 
spotless nature and law of God, for “he knew no sin.”—How 
then could the righteous and most worthy Judge Eternal either 
account him to be a sinner, or justly cause him to suffer for his 
own sake? And yet this innocent and perfect Character was not 
only made to suffer, but to pass through unprecedented sufferings. 
He might have justly taken up the plaintive language of Jerusalem 
in the midst of her desolation, and have said, ‘ Behold and see, 
if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto 
me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me.” (Lam. i. 12.) So 
oppressive were his sufferings, as to bow down his spirit to the 
grave, (Matt. xxvi. 38,)—as to cause him to sweat as it had been 
great drops of blood, falling down to the ground, (Luke xxii. 44,) 
—as to make him fear, weep, and cry unto Him that was able to 
gave. (Heb. v. 7.) And, in short, so oppressive were his suffer- 
ings, as to wring from him the most affecting complaint that was 


ever uttered; “ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 


(Matt. xxvii. 46.) Now if we cannot account for the infliction of 
any suffering, not even the least degree, on the strictly innocent ; 
how can we hold it to be consistent with the principles of justice, 
that so great a measure of it should have been laid on this emi- 
neatly just Person? And if the sufferings of Jesus Christ were not 
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so endured for others, or in such a sense, as those of no other 
person ever were, then the very same language which the Holy 
Ghost employs in setting forth the benefits which flow from the 
death of Christ to the world, might, with the greatest propriety, 
and ought, in the strictest justice, to be used in speaking of the 
death of Christian Martyrs. But are they ever spoken of as being 
“a propitiation through” their “ blood?” ‘Is it ever asserted, that 
we are “reconciled to God by” their “death?” Are they ever 
said to be “made sin for us, that we might be made the righte- 
ousness of God in” them? Is it ever stated, that ‘ we have re- 
demption through” their “ blood, the forgiveness of sins?” Is 
their “blood” ever represented as “ cleansing from all sin?” Or 
are we any where taught that we are “ washed from our sins in” 
their ‘‘ blood,” and by them “ made Kings and_ Priests unto God?” 
Or is it any where maintained, that “ we have boldness to enter 
into the holiest by” their “blood,” and through the influence of 
their merit and mediation to “ draw near to God in full assurance 
of faith ?”—-And why not? Wherefore should all this vicarious 
and sacrificial language be confined to the death of Christ, if the 
death of Stephen, James, Peter, Paul, and other Martyrs, was 
endured for us in the very same sense that Christ’s was? —Yet we 
know that this language is never used in speaking of the death of 
any other person. Unless, therefore, we are disposed to main- 
tain, which God forbid we should, that the God of order and 
justice has departed from the principles of order and justice in 
inditing the Sacred Volume, we must allow that the sufferings 
of the Redeemer were endured for others in such a way as 
were those of no other being, and in a sense purely vicarious, or 
substitutional. In proof of this doctrine, we appeal to the current 
language of the New-Testament. What does it say? Why, that 
the Father hath “ set forth” Christ “to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood ;” (Rom. iii. 25;)—that ‘Christ died for the 
ungodly ;” (Rom. v. 6;)—that we are “ reconciled to God by his 
death, and saved by his life ;” (Rom. v. 10;)—that Christ “ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us;” (Gal. iii. 13;)—that he “suffered the just for the unjust, to 
bring us to God ;” (2 Pet. iii. 18;)—that ‘ himself bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree;” (1 Pet. ii. 24 ;)—that he hath ‘“re- 
deemed us unto God by his blood ;” (Rev. v. 9 ;)}—and, to sum 
up all, that it is he that hath “loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us Kings and Priests unto 
God.” (Rev. i. 5,6.) But why do we confine our appeal to the 
New-Testament? We may boldly say that every part of the Old- 
Testament, particularly every part of the Jewish Ritual, pointed 
to the sacrificial nature of the sufferings of Christ. And with this 
view unquestionably it was, that the Apostle said “The Law is 
our Schoolmaster to bring us to Christ;”—not only shutting us 
up unto the faith afterward to be revealed, but actually bringing 
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us to a knowledge of that faith in its general outline. Against this 
view of the subject, an objector may possibly say, “If the whole 
Jewish Law, or even the greater part of it, contained so distinct 
and steady a reference to the vicarious quality of the sufferings of 
Christ, how came the Jews to quarrel with the notion of a suffer- 
ing Messiah, and to put him to death as an impostor?” To this we 
may reply, their eyes were holden so as that¢they neither saw the 
excellency nor even the innocency of Christ, and therefore they 
concluded that his sufferings were most deservedly inflicted. But 
it may again be asked, “‘ How came their eyes to be so holden as 
that they neither could see the excellency nor the innocency of 
Christ?” To this we answer, that their blindness in the first in- 
stance originated in their prejudices. For, having eyes they would 
not see; and having ears they would not hear; neither would they 
understand with their hearts. And having so fully and determi- 
minately given themselves up to the government of prepossession, 
it pleased the Divine Being judicially to deliver them up unto this 
state. Hence that infatuation which would not allow them to be 
mere abettors of the Saviour’s death, but urged them to clamour 
for his blood, and fearlessly to brave all the direful consequences 
flowing from the irregularity and iniquity of shedding it. For 
scarcely had Pilate asserted his freedom from the guilt of that 
transaction by a most significant action, and warned them of their 
danger, before they daringly vociferated, “ His blood be on us 
and on our children.” (Matt. xxvii. 5.) But this ought not to 
surprise us; for, 

4. The Spirit of Prophecy foretold that Jesus Christ would ex- 
perience this usage from his countrymen. The Father addresses 
him as one “despised by the people” and “abhorred by the na- 
tion,” that is, the Jewish nation. (Isa. xlix. 7.) He speaks of 
him as a person who wads not only contemned but rejected of men; 
(Isa. liii. 35) and rejected, not by the vulgar and the low alone, 
or by the illiterate and the base, but by the wise and learned; by 
the very master-builders of the nation; by the chief Priests and 
Rulers. Hence, when Peter defended himself before the Jewish 
council, he boldly said, “The stone which was set at nought of 
rou builders, is become the head of the corner.”? Such were the 
views and feelings which the Jews in general entertained towards 
Jesus Christ, as to make them imagine that they were rendering 
a signal service to their nation and their God in seeking the de- 
struction of him and his.adherents. And the more effectually to 
secure this object, they leagued themselves with the Rulers of the 
Gentiles, exhibiting the strange anomaly of an union of covenant- 
persons and aliens, believers and unbelievers, saints and sinners, 
to prevent the establishment of Messiah’s interests and kingdom 
in the world. And from this general and determined opposition, 
the most complete success was confidently anticipated. “An evil 
disease, said they, now cleaveth fast unto him; and now that he 
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lieth, he shall rise up no more.” (Ps. xli. 8.) But their confi- 
dence was baseless! For the Spirit of Christ had “ testified be- 
forehand” not only that he should suffer, but as we have, in the 
pext place to show, that “ Glory” should “ follow” his sufferings. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 


Biography. 


MEMOIR OF MR. JOHN INGLISH, OF CHILLICOTHE, OHIO. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear Breruren, 


Tue following biographical sketch of a highly esteemed 
and excellent young man, has been drawn up at the suggestion of 
several of his Christian brethren, for publication in your valuable 
and widely circulated Miscellany ; for which purpose it is now 


communicated. 


Mr. Joun InexisH, son of James and Rachel Inglish, of Chil- 
licothe, in the state of Ohio, was born at Charlestown, Jefferson 
county, Virginia, on the 24th of July, 1801. His parents have 
been members of the Methodist Episcopal Church for nearly 
thirty years. His father has *been many years a local preacher 
in the church, and his house has long been a home for the.preach- 
ers in the travelling connection. } 

In April, 1806, when John was about five years old, Brother 
Inglish removed with his family to Chillicothe. As their children 
grew to years capable of receiving religious instruction, it was the 
practice of brother and sister Inglish to inculcate it on their ten- 
der minds; and to teach them, both by precept and example, the 
duties of religion and the practice of the moral virtues. Their 
labours have been abundantly blessed ; for they have lived to see 
their four oldest children become the subjects of Divine grace, 
and worthy members of the church of Christ, of which number 
the subject of this memoir was one. 

His early youth was not marked by any unusual seriousness or 
attention to subjects of religion. Exposed, as children brought 
up in towns and cities generally are, to greater temptations from, 
and liable to be led away by, the company and example of wicked. 
_youths, it was owing to the restraining grace of God, the force of 

early habits of morality, and the salutary prohibitions of his. pa- 
rents, that he was saved from contracting the vicious habits of his 
youthful associates. A strict observance of the Sabbath was the 
most irksome restraint which was imposed upon him; and when 
opportunity served, he would sometimes steal off from his parents, 
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to join in the recreations and amusements of his playmates. Bui 
this was almost the only instance wherein it was found necessary 


by his parents to use correction. 
In waiting upon the travelling preachers, who often put up at 


~ his father’s house, he took great pleasure; yet studiously shunned 


their company to prevent y La a of conversation with him 
on religious subjects. ‘The Spirit of God, at this early period of his 
life, often strove with him, and he felt and saw that he was a sinner. 
But through the deceitfulness of sin, the force of temptation, and 
the love of youthful pleasures and amusements; he resisted those 
Divine influences, and slighted those gracious calls of mercy, 
from time to time, until he attained the age of seventeen years. 
He had a great veneration and respect for pious people and loved 
them more than any other; but heartily despised carnal professors, 
and such as ‘‘ made shipwreck of faith.” Such examples of apos- 
tacy as fell under his notice, while it somewhat discouraged and 
deterred him from embracing religion ; yet settled more firmly in 
his mind, an abhorrence and dread of apostatizing; and a fixed 
determination, that if ever he should “Set his hand to the plough,” 
he never would “look back.” 

It was now that the good effects of his pious education became 
more manifest. For though exposed, like other youths of his ac- 
quaintance, to the vices and follies of the age, his moral conduct 
was upright and his life irreproachable. He saw and in a good 
degree felt the force of Divine truth; the illuminating rays whereof 
had shone into his mind, and discovered to him the beauty, the 
excellency and the necessity of religion. He, however, disclosed 
the exercises of his mind to noone. But it was observable that 
he became more thoughtful and serious. 

In July, 1818, he attended a camp-meeting held near the Pick- 
away plains, about fifteen miles from Chillicothe. It was here 
that the exercises of his mind were first discovered ; for he was 
unable any longer to conceal them. ‘The operations of God’s 
Holy Spirit upon his heart were so strong, that he could not re- 


frain from weeping most of the time he was at the meeting, and 


even on his way home. About the commencement of the memo- 
rable revival of religion in the Methodist E. Church, in Chilli- 
cothe, in the autumn of this year, (1818) he heard Dr. Monett 
preach from these words: “ The harvest ts past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved.” In this sermon, the danger of put- 
ting off the work of repentance, was particularly insisted upon. 
This discourse was made the means of his awakening to a deep 
sense of his lost and ruined state by nature, and of his need of a 
Saviour. 

His convictions now became deep and permanent: not, how- 
ever, that strong sense of the impending wrath of God, under the 
weight of which the trembling sinner seems ready to sink to the 
earth: not that “ Save Lord or I perish! Oh save or I sink into 
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hell!” of a rebel against God, who had sinned “ with a high 
nand and with an outstretched arm.” But his was rather that 
“ Godly sorrow which worketh repentance unto life ;” that grace 
of “a broken and a contrite heart” which “God will not despise;” 
that indescribable anguish and grief, for having slighted and nef 
lected the gracious calls of mercy, and the strivings of God 
Spirit; that penitential sorrow, which would “ weep its life away, 
for having grieved His love.” 

He attended the worship of God and the means of grace, regu- 
larly, and marked with great interest the progress of the revival, 
and the effects of the work of grace on others; while his own cone 
victions became daily more deep and strong. Although he was 
so thoroughly awakened, yet so strong were his fears of apostati- 
zing, and so great his sense of unworthiness, that he was deterred, 
for some time, from offering himself for membership in the church. 
Waving, however, all his objections on these grounds, on the 
27th of November, 1818, with much fear and trembling, he 
presented himself at the altar, with about a dozen others, mostl 
young persons, and was taken into Society, as usual, on trial. It 
was customary at this time, and indeed throughout the revival, 
to invite the “ mourners” to the altar, where the people of God 
united with them in prayer for God’s pardoning mercy and con- 
verting grace. ‘This was generally a very heavy cross for the 
young penitents to take up. However, our young brother Inglish 
and a few of his awakened friends, resolved to go forward together 
at the next meeting, should an invitation be given. They,did so. 
Some obtained joy and peace in believing; but John continued ° 
in deep distress. He attended a prayer-meeting on the following 
evening, and in an agony of distress, continued in prayer till 
11 o’clock, but without obtaining any comfort. On the next 
evening (Friday) he attended a regular prayer-meeting at the 
Meeting-house. ‘The house was full to overflowing; and before 
the meeting commenced, the power and presence of God were 
displayed in a most extraordinary degree.* At this meeting 
John’s mental exercises were so great, that when the “ mourners” 
were called up, he had not strength to go forward; but continued 
to the close of the meeting to cry to God, with all the earnestness 
of his soul, for salvation. But still deliverance came not. 

On the following Sabbath, Nov. 29, a Lovefeast was held in 
the Chillicothe Society, at which John attended, and spoke in 
such an earnest and feeling manner, as much affected those who 
heard him. He gave a brief account of his religious impressions ; 
the strivings of God’s Spirit with him while yet a child; the man- 
ner and circumstances of his conviction; and his determination 
to continue to pray and struggle on, until he obtained deliverance 


“See an account of this meeting and of the revival of religion at that time, in 
the Methodist Magazine, for 1819, page 235. 


Vou. VI. 17 
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from the guilt and burden of sin. He then earnestly entreated 
the people of God to pray for him. Before the close of this meet- 
ing he was enabled to venture his all upon Christ for salvation ; 
and by an exercise of faith to lay hold on the promises of the gos- 
pel; and in a moment his burden was removed, his soul was set 
at liberty, and he rejoiced in a sin-pardoning God. Filled with 
peace and joy he immediately rose praising God and proclaiming 


what great things He had done for him. His love for the souls of 


others immediately prompted him to address his young compan- 
ions, who had not yet “ obtained like precious faith,” earnestly 
exhorting and encouraging them to look for a present salvation, 
and in a feeling manner pointing them to “the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” 

His zeal for the salvation of souls led him to embrace all op- 
portunities, “in season and out of season,” of exhorting sinners 
to repentance, and of encouraging mourners. His labours in this 
way, joined to his peculiarly interesting, earnest and engaging 
manner of addressing himself to the hearts and consciences of 
those who heard him, were rendered a blessing to many, and con- 
tributed no little to the promotion of the work of God at this time. 
The high estimation in which he was held by all, and the entire 
confidence which they reposed in his religious profession, gave 
him access to their hearts. 

He continued to walk in_the light of God’s countenance, and to 
rejoice in Him night and day for two or three weeks; when by 
some means his spiritual sky became clouded, he fell into doubts 
and fears, and the enemy of souls severely tempted him to doubt 
the reality of the work of grace wrought in his heart. The distress 
and anxiety which were thus occasioned, only drove him again 
to “that blood which makes the wounded whole;” and while 
wrestling in the strength of prayer, he received so strong a mani- 
festation of God’s love, and so clear an evidence of his adoption, 
that he never after doubted for a moment his conversion. Soon 
after this, he and three other young men, who had recently “ob- 
tained like precious faith,” formed themselves into a “ Band,” 
according to the rules contained in the Discipline of the church. 
This excellent institution was often remarkably blessed to their 
souls, and contributed much to their growth in grace. 

He was a constant attendant upon all the means of grace—pub- 
lic, social and private; and by this, his “profiting appeared to all.” 
Two or three months after he embraced religion, he was appointed 
assistant leader of a class of young men to which he belonged. 
The manner in which he discharged the duties of this station, 
afforded pleasing evidence of his rapid growth in grace, and a 
knowledge of experimental religion, and of the things of God, be- 
yond his years. He shrunk not from any duty, nor any cross 
which his spiritual leaders in the church imposed upon him. And 
although but a stripling, he regularly officiated at the public prayer- 
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meetings, where the meeting-house was generally crowded. He 
was much gifted in prayer, and possessed, withal, a strong and 
pleasing voice ; which, with his holy ardour of soul and his fer- 
vent zeal, rendered his public exercises in prayer and exhorta- 
tion peculiarly interesting, and a blessing to many. 

In November, 1819, he took a violent cold by walking a few 
miles into the country, and while yet warm and perspiring very 
freely, going to work in a damp room, which he was plaistering. 
The efforts of nature to throw off the effects of this cold, were 
unavailing. It settled on his lungs, and was accompanied with a 
cough and slight daily fever, with other premonitory symptoms 
of a pulmonary complaint, which continued most of the succeed- 
ing winter. Fears were entertained by his friends thatthe com- 
plaint of his breast was becoming seated; and the most effectual 
remedies were resorted to for his relief. It was judged advisable 
that he should take a journey, and by travelling, seek a restoration 
to health. Accordingly, in February, 1820, he went to Cincin- 
natti, in which place and its vicinity he spent a short time, with 
so much advantage, that he returned home early in the spring, 
considerably recovered, and continued to get better ; so that in a 
few weeks he appeared to be entirely free from his breast com- 
plaint, and resumed his business and continued at work during 
the summer and autumn of 1820, enjoying good health. 

In February, 1821, by going out of a warm room on a very 
cold night, and walking some distance home, he again took a se- 
vere cold. ‘This was the means of bringing on again, his pulmo- 
nary complaint, with aggravated symptoms, which now became 
so deeply seated, that he never after recovered from it fully. He 
continued in bad health all winter, labouring under all the symp- 
toms of an incipient stage of consumption. In the spring follow- 
ing he was considerably recovered, apparently, but, being yet un- 
able to labour, he devoted a few weeks to improvement in learn- 
ing. However, his close application to study, and his confine- 
ment and want of exercise, were extremely injurious ‘to him, so 
that he was compelled to quit school, and resort again to travelling 
for the benefit of his health. 

In May (1821) our young brother Inglish set out, on horseback, 
to travel a few weeks in the western part of this state and Ken- 
tucky. Taking Cincinnati in his route, he there met with the 
Rev. Alexander Cummins, (Presiding Elder of the Kentucky dis- 
trict,) who invited him to take a tour with him round the district. 
He accepted the kind invitation, and set out with brother Cum- 
mins in the latter part of May, and travelled with him about five 
weeks, in Kentucky. Finding his health but little better by trav- 
elling, he judged it useless to continue his tour any further, and 
returned home, in July, to his father’s, and put himself under the 


nare of a physician. 
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From some letters which he wrote during this tour, and soon 
after his return home, the following extracts are made; presuming 
they will be acceptable to the reader, as they breathe the same 
spirit of piety and resignation to the Divine will, which were so 
observable through all his affliction. 


Extract of a letter to his parents, dated, 


“ Lexington (Ken.) June 13, 1821. 
‘My Dear Parents— 


* Having safely arrived at Cincinnati three days after my 
departure from home, and there spent a few days with our friends, 
I, after consulting with father Collins and others, acceded to the 
kind proposal and persuasion of brother Cummins,* to take a tour 
with him partly round his district. We set out on the 29th of 
May, and went down the Ohio river, on the Indiana side about 
seventy miles; during which time we had intense heat, exceedingly 
bad roads, and wet and damp weather; but I thank the Lord, His 
protecting arm has still upheld me. 

‘From thence we crossed the Ohio at Port-William, and there 
attended a quarterly-meeting, and then proceeded to Georgetown, 
where brother Cummins held another quarterly-meeting. From 
thence we came on to Lexington, and intend tarrying here until 
the quarterly-meeting at Versailles, after which we will return to 
Cincinnati. 

“J think my health is considerably improved; but my recovery 
is slow, and perhaps not permanent. I depend much upon your 
faith and prayers: upon which, I trust, you will still bear me up at 
a throne of grace, and implore Him with whom all things are pos- 
sible, that if consistent with His will, I may again be restored to 
health; and that I may be more spiritual in my devotions, delight 


more in the law of the Lord; and that whether I live, or whether 
I die, I may be the Lord’s.” 


To the same, dated, 


“ Cincinnati, June 27, 1821. 
“ My Dear PareEnts— 


“‘T have just returned to this city, and feel myself much 
better than when I left it. I have concluded to abide here until 
next week, and then go with father Collins and brother Cummins 
to Maysville, where they intend to hold a quarterly-meeting. In 
consequence of my returning by Maysville, I shall not be at home 
until some time in July. 

“Since I wrote you from Lexington, I have gained strength 
every day, and am in hopes that by an adherence to the means 
adopted for my recovery, I may yet be restored to my former 
health. But if Divine Wisdom lees ealinewios determined, I shall 


* Presiding Elder of Kentucky District. 
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endeavour, by the grace of God, patiently to submit to my lot, 
and strive to be prepared to meet my Judge. 

“ Since I left home, I thank the Lord that I have enjoyed al- 
most an uninterrupted peace of mind. Yet sometimes my afflic- 
tion of body was such as to cause a degree of depression of spirits. 
I still feel, blessed be God, that my foundation is upon the im- 
moveable Rock Christ Jesus, and that my treasure is growing in 
Heaven.” 

To the Rev. Alexander Cummins, dated, : 
“ Chillicothe, Aug. 29, 1621. 

“Dear Brotuer, 

‘Having not forgotten your request, nor lost the disposi- 
tion to comply with it, I embrace an opportunity of writing a 
few lines, to inform you that I still survive the inhabitants of the 
tomb; and with my face Zion-ward, am still striving to enter in 
at the straight gate. | 

* Since I left you I have health and strength a little, but am 
still feeble and unfit for any labour whatever. If spared, I intend 
to continue at home until my father’s return from Illinois, and then 
commence travelling again. But if after faithfully using the best 
means for my recovery, my efforts should be unavailing, I shall 
endeavour, by the assistance of Heaven, more patiently and cheer- 
fully to submit to the rod of affliction, and rejoice in the anticipa- 
tion of departing and being with Christ, which is far better. 

“It is a time of general sickness in town and country. Many 
are falling victims to the King of Terrors. Oh the necessity of 
being prepared to meet him at his coming.” : 


To the Rev. Adbeel Coleman, Cincinnati, dated, 


“Chillicothe, Oct. 14, 1821. 

“My Dear Brortuer, 

“ Having just returned from the funeral of our brother 
Owen Daily, I sit down to write you a few lines, with an affected 
heart and sensations which I never before felt at the decease of a 
friend. His relatives and friends have abundant consolation, in 
the assurance that he died in the triumphs of victorious faith. 

“ ] have, since my return home, in some degree recruited my 
health; but am still very weak and feeble. During my affliction 
I have very often proposed to myself the question, How shall { 
meet the King of Terrors? At times I have felt strong consola- 
tion and an undaunted courage; but frequently—too frequently 
felt a great anxiety to live. But I thank the Lord, that notwith- 
standing all the youthful allurements which surround me, and 
which would make life desirable, I have, for some time past, felt 
more resigned to the Providence of God than ever before. I 
hope you will still pray for me, that let me die when or how I 
may, gor be the Lord’s.” _* 


{Te be concluded in our next.) 
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Scripture Ihustrated. 


== 


ILLUSTRATION OF MARK IX. 38. AND MATTHEW x1x. 24. 


We saw one casting out Devils in thy name. 


I. Wirnovt doubt he truly did this work, whosoever hé weré. 
He cast out Devils truly and really, and that by the divine power, 
otherwise Christ had not said those things which he did, Forbid 
him not: there is no man that doth a miracle in my name, who can 
speak evil of me, &c. 

Il. Whence then could any one, that followed not Christ, cast 
out Devils? Or whence could any one that cast out Devils, not 
follow Christ 2? : 

I answer. We suppose 

I. That this man cast not out Devils in the name of Jesus, but 
in the name of Christ, or Messias: and that it was not out of con- 
tempt that he followed not Jesus, but out of ignorance; namely, 
because he knew not yet that Jesus was the Messtas. 

II. We therefore conjecture, that he had been heretofore some 
Disciple of John, who had received his Baptism in the name of 
the /Messias now speedily to come (which all the Disciples of 
John had) but he knew not as yet, that Jesus of Nazareth was 
the Messias : which John himself knew not, until it was revealed 
to him from Heaven. 

III. It is probable therefore, that God granted the gifts of mira- 
cles to some lately baptized by John, to do them in the name of 
the Messias ; and that to lay a plainer way for the receiving of 
the /Messias, when he should manifest himself under the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

See Verse 41. In my name ir: Xess éce, Because ye belong to 
Christ : and Chap. xiii. 6. Many shall come in my name, not in 
the name of Jesus, but in the name of the Messzas: for those false 
Prophets assumed to themselves the name of the Messzas to bring 
to naught the name of Jesus. That John xvi. 24. Hitherto ye have 
asked nothing in my name, differs not much from this sense. The 
Apostles poured out their prayers, and all the holy men theirs, in 
the name of the Messias, but ye have as yet asked nothing in my 
name Jesus, &c.—LicuTFoort. 


MATTHEW XIx. 24. 


Tue plundering Arabs commonly ride into houses, and commit 
acts of violence, if measures are not taken to prevent them. On 
this account the doors are often made very low, frequently not 
above three feet in height. This must be very inconvenient for 
those who keep camels, and must often want to introduce them 
into their court yards. They, however, contrive to do this by 
training them up, not only to kneel down when they are loaded 
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and unloaded, but to make their way on their knees through such a 
small door-ways. This must, without doubt, be attended with REE 
great difficulty, and makes the comparison of our Lord sufficiently ae 
natural; a would be as easy to force a camel through a door way 
€ 


as small as the eye of a needle, as for a rich man to enter ento t 


kingdom of God.—Harmer. 
—EeED toe 


The JAttributes of God Displayed. 


eer 


PRESENT STATE OF JERUSALEM. 


Tue following interesting account of the present state of J erusalem, is extract- 
ed from the travels of Robert Richardson, M. D., aleng the Mediterranean and 
the parts adjacent, recently published. 


THERE are two accounts of the ancient city of Jerusalem, which 
have come down to us with the sanction of high authority. The 
first is to be found in the third chapter of Nehemiah, who built the 
walls of the city, after the return of the Jews from the Babylonish 
captivity. My attention was particularly directed to this account 
by the Countess of Belmore, who visited the memorable spots in 
and about Jerusalem, with all the zeal and feeling of a pious Chris- 
tian, taking the Holy Scriptures for her guide, while at the same 
time she availed herself of all the light that modern travellers have 
been able to collect for the illustration of this most interesting por- +t 
tion of sacred topography. The other account is from the pen of ae 
the Jewish historian Josephus, who had the misfortune to witness | 
the sacking and utter destruction of his native city by the victo- 
rious arms of Titus Vespasian. It is a tantalizing circumstance, 
however, for the traveller, who wishes to recognize in his walks 
the site of particular buildings, or the scenes of memorable events, 
that the greater part of the objects mentioned in the description 
both of the inspired and Jewish historian, are entirely removed 
and razed from their foundations, without leaving a single trace or 
name behind to point out where they stood. Not an ancient tower, 
or gate, or wall, or hardly even a stone remains. ‘The founda- 
tions are not only broken up, but every fragment of which they 
were composed is swept away, and the spectator looks upon the 
bare rock with hardly a sprinkling of earth to point out her gar- 
dens of pleasure, or groves of idolatrous devotios. And when we 
consider the palaces, and towers, and walls about Jerusalem, and 
that the stones of which some of them were constructed were 
thirty feet long, fifteen feet abroad, seven and a half thick, we 
are not more astonished at the strength, and skill, and perseve- 
rance, by which they were constructed, than shocked by the re- 
lentless and brutal hostility by which they were shattered and 
overthrown, and utterly removed from our sight. A few gardens 
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still remain on the sloping base of mount Zion, watered from the 
pool of Siloam; the gardens of Gethsemane are still in a sort of 
ruined cultivation; the fences are broken down, and the olive trees 
decaying, as if the hand that dressed and fed them were with- 
drawn; the mount of Olives still retains a languishing verdure, 
and nourishes a few of those trees from which it derives its name: 
but all around about Jerusalem, the general aspect is blighted and 
barren ; the grass is withered; the bare rock looks through the 
scanty sward, and the grain itself, like the staring progeny of 
famine, seems in doubt whether to come to maturity, or die in 
the ear. The vine that was brought from Egypt is cut off from 
the midst of the land; the vineyards are wasted; the hedges are 
taken away; and the graves of the ancient dead are open and 
tenantless. How is the gold become dim; and every thing that 
was pleasant to the eye withdrawn. Jerusalem has heard the voice 
of David and Solomon, of prophets and apostles; and he who 
spake as man never spake, has taught in her synagogues and in 
her streets. Before her legislators, her poets, and her apostles, 
those of all other countries became dumb, and cast down their 
crowns, as unworthy to stand in their presence. Once she was 
rich in every blessing; victorious over all her enemies; and rest- 
ing in peace; with every man sitting under his own vine, and un- 
der his own fig-tree, with none to disturb or to make him afraid. 
Jerusalem was the brightest of all the cities of the east, and forti- 
fied above all other towns, so strong, that the Roman conqueror 
thereof, and the master of the whole world besides, exclaimed, 
on entering the city of David, and looking up at the towers which 
the Jews had abandoned, ‘‘ Surely we have had God for our as- 
sistance in the war; for what could human hands or human ma- 
chines do against these towers!” It is no other than God who has 
expelled the Jews from their fortifications. ‘Their temple was the 
richest in the whole world; their religion was the purest; and 
their God was the Lord of Hosts. Never was there a people 
favoured like this people, but they set at nought the counsel of 
their God ; trusted in their walls; and walked after the imagina- 
tions of their own hearts; their city was given up to the spoiler ; 
the glory departed from Israel, and the sceptre hes Judah; the 
day of vengeance arrived; and the rebellious sons of Jacob are 
scattered, and peeled, and driven under every wind of heaven, 
without a nation or country to call their own: unamalgamated, 
persecuted, plundered and reviled ; like the ruins of a blighted 
tower, whose fragments remain to show the power that smote it, 
and to call aloud to heaven and earth for repair. What a tremen- 
dous lesson for the kings and people of the earth to learn wisdom, 
and in the midst of their prosperity, to recognize the hand from 
which their comforts flow! It is impossible for the Christian trav- 
eller to look upon Jerusalem with the same feelings with which he 
would set himself to contemplate the ruins of Thebes, of Athens, 
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or of Rome, or of any other city, which the world ever saw.— 
There is in all the doings of the Jews, their virtues and their vices, 
their wisdom and their folly, a height and a depth, a breadth and 
a length that angels cannot fathom ; their whole history is a his- 
tory of miracles, the precepts of their sacred book are the most 
profound, and the best adapted to every situation in which man 
can be placed ; they moderate him in prosperity, sustain him in 
adversity, guide him in health, console him in sickness, support 
him at the close of life, travel on with him through death, live with 
him throughout the endless ages of eternity, and Jerusalem lends 
its name to the eternal mansions of the blessed in heaven, which 
man is admitted to enjoy through the atonement of Christ Jesus, 
who was born of a descendant of Judah. But we must turn to 
consider the Jerusalem that now is. In Egypt and Syria, it is 
universally called Goutes, or Koudes, which means holy, and is 
still a respectable, good-looking town ; it is of an irregular shape, 
approaching nearest to that of a square; it is surrounded by a 
high embattled wall, which, generally speaking, is built of the com- 
mon stone of the country, which is a compact lime-stone. It has 
six gates; one of which looks to the west, and is called the gate 
of Yaffa, or Bethlehem, because the road to these places passes 
through it; two look to the north, one is called the gate of Sham, 
or Damascus; the other, the gate of Herod; the fourth gate looks 
to the east, or the valley of Jehoshaphat, and is called St. Ste- 
phen’s gate, because here the protomartyr was stoned to death ; 
it is close by the temple or mosque of Omar, and leads to the gar- 
dens of Gethsemane, and the mount of Olives, Bethany, Jericho, 
and all the east of Jerusalem ; the fourth gate leads into the tem- 
ple, or harem schereef, which was formerly called the Church of 
the Presentation, because the Virgin Mary is supposed to have 
entered by this gate, to present her son, our blessed Saviour, in the 
temple. On account of a turn in the wall, this gate, though in the 
east wall of the city, looks to the south towards mount Zion; near 
to this there is another gate, which is small, not admitting either 
horses or carriages, of which last, however, there is none in Jeru- 
salem; and from the wall resuming its former direction, looks to 

the east, it is called the dung-gate; the last is called Zion-gate, “ 
or the gate of the prophet David; it looks to the south, and is in 
that part of the wall which passes over mount Zion, and runs be- 
tween the brook Kedron, or valley of Jehoshaphat on the east, and 
the deep ravine, called the valley of the son of Hinnom; on the 
west, leaving about two thirds of mount Zion on the south, or out- 
side of the walls, it is nearly opposite to the mosque which is built 
over the sepulchre of David. ‘The longest wall is that which faces 
this, and is on the north side of the city ; it runs between the val- 
ley of Gihon on the west, and the valley of Jehoshaphat on the 
east. I walked round the city on the outside of the wall, in an 
— “ — minutes, and lady Belmore rede round it on an 

“ou. VJ. 18 
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ass, in an hour and a quarter; and the whole circumference, a¢ 
measured by Maundrell, a most accurate traveller, is two miles 
and a half. The population of the Holy City is estimated at 
twenty thousand souls; five thousand of whom are Mussulmans; 
five thousand Christians; and ten thousand Jews. The Jews 
reside chiefly on the edge of mount Zion, in the lower part of the 
city, which, in the language of Scripture, is called the Daughter 
of Zion, near to the shambles, which are most dreadfully offen- 
sive; in passing them on a summer morning, a person is almost 
afraid to draw his breath, the inhalation of the vapour produces 
such a deadening effect upon the whole system. Many of the Jews 
are rich and in comfortable circumstances, and possess a good 
deal of property in Jerusalem, but they are careful to conceal their 
wealth, and even their comfort, from the jealous eye of their rulers, 
lest by awakening their cupidity some vile, indefensible plot, should 
be devised to their prejudice. In going to visit a respectable Jew 
in the Holy City, it is a common thing to pass to his house over 
a ruined foreground, and up an awkward outside stair, constructed 
of rough unpolished stones, that totter under the foot: . but it im- 
proves as you ascend, and at the top has a respectable appear- 
ance, as it ends in an agreeable platform in front of the house. 
On entering the house itself it is found to be clean and well fur- 
nished, the sofas are covered with Persian carpets, and the people 
seem happy to receive you. The visitor is entertained with cof- 
fee and tobacco, as is the custom in the houses of the Turks and 
Christians. ‘The ladies presented themselves with an ease and 
address that surprised me and recalled to my memory the pleasing 
society of Europe. This difference of manner arises from many 
of the Jewish families in Jerusalem, having resided in Spain or 
Portugal, where the females had rid themselves of the cruel do- 
mestic fetters of the east, and, on returning to their beloved land, 
had very properly maintained their justly acquired freedom and 
rank in society. ‘They almost all speak a broken Italian, so that 
conversation goes on without the clumsy aid of an interpreter. It 
was the feast of the passover, and they were all eating unleavened 
bread; some of which was presented to me as a curiosity, and I par- 
took of it merely that I might have the gratification of eating unlea- 
vened bread with the sons and daughters of Jacob in Jerusalem : it 
is very insipid fare, and no one would eat it from choice. For the 
same reason I went to the synagogue, of which there are two in 
Jerusalem, although I only visited one. The form of worship is 
the same as in this country, and, I believe, in every country, 
which the Jews inhabit. The females have a separate synagogue 
assigned to them as in the synagogues of Europe, and: in the 
Christian churches all over the Levant. They are not, however, 
expected to be frequent or regular in their attendance on public 
worship. The ladies generally make a point of going on the Sun- 
day, that is, the Friday night or Saturday morning after they are 
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married: and being thus introduced in their new capacity, once a 
year is considered as sufficient compliance on their part, with the’ 
ancient injunction, to assemble themselves together in the house 
of prayer. Like the votaries of some Christian establishments, 
the Jewesses trust more to the prayers of their priests than to their 
own. The synagogues in Jerusalem are both poor and small, not 
owing to the poverty of their possessors, but to the prudential 
motives above mentioned; yet it was delightful to mix with them 
in your devotions, and to see performed before your eyes that 
ceremonial worship by the descendants of that very people to 
whom it was delivered by the voice of God. I should look at the 
ceremonies of Pagan temples as a matter of little more.than idle 
curiosity, but the ceremonies of the Jews dip into the heart. This 
is the most ancient form of worship in existence ; this is the man- 
ner in which the God of heaven was worshipped by Abraham and 
his descendants, when all the other nations in the world were sit- 
ting in darkness, or falling down to stocks and stones. To the 
Jews were committed the oracles of God; this is the manner in 
which Moses and Elias, David and Solomon, worshipped the God 
of their fathers. This worship was instituted by God himself, 
and in Jerusalem the chosen and appointed city; and on the rock 
of Sion, God’s holy hill, to sing a psalm of David, in company. 
with the outcast race of Judah, winds to ecstasy the heart. 

The vital history of the Christian faith passes over the memory, 
and you feel as if you joined your voice with those chosen spirits 
who spoke through inspiration, and told the will of God to man. 
The time will come when the descendants of his ancient people 
shall join the song of Moses, to the song of the Lamb, and, sing- 
ing hosannah to the Son of David, confess his power to save. J 
never see the fine, venerable aspect of a Jew, but I feel for him as 
an elder brother. I have an affection for him, that far transcends 
my feeling for a Greek or for a Roman, who have left the world 
but childish rhythms and sprinklings of a groundless morality, 
compared with that pure and lofty thought that pervades the sa- 
cred volume. I have a desire to converse with him, and to know 
the communings of a heart, formed by the ancient word of inspi- 
ration, unanointed and unanealed by the consummating afflations 
of Christianity. I would rather pity than persecute him for re- 
fusing the Gospel. The thunders of Sinai once rung in his ears, 
need we wonder that they have sunk deep into his heart? The 
rock must be struck before the water will gush out. The coal 
must be warmed before it can be fanned into a flame. The fort 
must be taken by gradual approaches. Sicheus must be abolished 
by little and little. They are a hard working and industrious 
people; the world has never been oppressed by their poor; the 
obstinacy with which they cling to their institutions shows the stuff 
that is in them. Plundered and expatriated for the long period of 


eighteen hundred years, they have earned their bread from under. 
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the feet of those to whom the writings of their fathers reveal the 
will of heaven, and from which we derive the soundest rules of 
life, and the gladening hopes of a future existence. One would 
say, that the son of Judah was a gem, whom every Christian would 
be anxious to polish and refine: by how much it is more blessed 
to give than to receive; they have given to all, but, saving the 
buffetings of tyranny and adversity, what have they received from 
the world? The elements of Christianity are incorporated in their 
institutions; when they consider and know them, they will see 
that the religion of Jesus is but the consummation of their own. 
Let us treat them like fellow-creatures: we owe them every thing, 
and they have not more of the original contamination of human 
nature than we ourselves. 

The Jewesses in Jerusalem speak in a decided and firm tone, 
unlike the hesitating and timid voice of the Arab and Turkish fe- 
males, and claim the European privilege of differing. from their 
husbands, and maintaining their own opinions. ‘They are fair 
and good-looking; red and auburn hair are by no means uncom- 
mon in either of the sexes. I never saw any of them with veils; 
and was informed that it is the general practice of the Jewesses in 
Jerusalem to go with their faces uncovered. ‘They are the only 
females there who do so. They seem particularly liable to erup- 
tive diseases; and the want of children is as great a heart-break 
to them now as it was in the days of Sarah. 

In passing up to the synagogue, I was particularly struck with 
the mean and wretched appearance of the houses on both sides of 
the streets, as well as with the poverty of their inhabitants. Some 
of the old men and old women had more withered and hungry 
aspects than any of our race I ever saw, with the exception of the 
caverned dames at Gornow, in Egyptian Thebes, who might have 
sat in a stony field as a picture of famine the year after the flood. 
The sight of a poor Jew in Jerusalem, has in it something pecu- 
liarly affecting. ‘The heart of this wonderful people, in whatever 
clime they roam, stil] turns to it as the city of their promised rest. 
They take pleasure in her ruins, and would lick the very dust for 
her sake. Jerusalem is the centre round which the exiled sons of 
Judah build, in airy dreams, the mansions of their future greatness. 
in whatever part of the world he may live, the heart’s desire of a 
Jew when gathered to his fathers, is to be buried in Jerusalem. 
Thither they return from Spainand Portugal, from Egypt and Bar- 
bary, and other countries among which they have been scattered ; 
and when, after all their longings, and all their struggles up the 
steeps of life, we see them poor, and blind, and naked, in the 
streets of their once happy Zion, he must have a cold heart that 
can remain untouched by their sufferings, without uttering @ 
prayer, that the light of a reconciled countenance would shine on 
the darkness of Judah, and the day star of Bethlehem arise in 
their hearts.—Seaman’s Magazine. 
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FMPORTANCE OF STUDY TO A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 
(Continued from page 106.) 


Ir will-doubtless be expected that we should recommend the 
study of Rurronic, or at least of Pulpit oratory. This we would 
most gladly do, if we perfectly knew how. We will, however, sub- 
mit a few observations on this head, which, perhaps, may not be 
altogether useless. ‘The whole of what we have to say on this 
subject may be comprehended in two words, Be naturau. Every 
child, of common capacity, is both an orator and a physiognomist. 
Hence the facility with which they awaken our sympathy and ex- 
cite our affection. 

Oratory is nothing more nor less than the undisguised and un- 
affected expression of the senti’ ents and passions of the heart. 
This may be done either with or without words. Hence a child, 
before it has learned the use of these artificial signs of ideas, will, 
by its natural tones of oratory, exhibit all the latent passions of 
the heart, whether of sorrow or joy, pain or pleasure, love or hate, 
in such a forcible manner too, as to attract attention almost irre- 
sistibly. And no sooner does it begin to make observations, than 
it will watch the countenance of its parent or nurse, as if anxious 
to ascertain the disposition of its guardian, noticing a frown or a 
smile, with all the particularity with which an attentive physiog- 
nomist would mark the expression of your countenance, with a 
view to ascertain your predominant passion. These infantile and 
instinctive gestures, and these first symptoms of reason, however 
forcibly or feebly expressed, exhibit an evidence of the accuracy 
of the above observation, that oratory is but the natural expres- 
sions of the sentiments of the heart; and that infants evince early 
traits of genuine eloquence. I would, therefore, put you into the 
nursery, and place you under the tuition of a little child, in order 
to teach you Rhetoric. How eloquent was the little child which 
Jesus placed in the midst of the people, in order to teach His dis- 
ciples how they should be qualified to enter the kingdom of 
heaven! 

Why then, it may be asked, is not every man an orator? The 
answer is obvious. Some are marred through bashfulness, some 
by unsuccessful efforts to imitate others, some by following those 
artificial rules which are not founded in nature; and a multitude 
are ruined by contracting in their youth, awkward gestures, af- 
fected habits; while others, to avoid the appearance of enthusi- 
asm, restrain those lofty and ardent feelings which the nature of 
their subject is calculated to produce. But mo man can be elo- - 
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quent on a subject in which he feels not deeply interested. Hence 
many are criminally defective in genuine pulpit oratory, because 
their own hearts are not warmed and inspired with the truths 
which their lips utter. The appearance of a large audience, in 
which are supposed to be men of science and taste, while it in- 
spires some with the spirit of eloquence, binds others down with 
timidity, and deprives them of the ability to exercise with freedom 
their own powers. Through these and such like means, many 
who otherwise might have warmed all around them with the elo- 
quence of truth, have been doomed to draw! out their lives in a 
monotony of dull sounds, which neither affect themselves nor any 
one else. 

As already observed, unless a man feels the solemn weight and 
importance of the subject on which he speaks, it is not possible 
he should be eloquent. It is a lamentable fact, that while the 
mountebank upon the stage, inspired by an ardent thirst for fame, 
and feeling the strong impetus of pecuniary advantage, will make 
the sentiments and passions of his author his own, and express 
himself so appropriately as to excite in his audience the alternate 
passions of love and hate, of sorrow and joy, pleasure and pain, of 
admiration and disgust; the preacher of righteousness, though 
possessing all the advantages of the supreme grandeur of his sub- 
ject, sinks even below mediocrity: while the former astonishes 
you with the pathos of his manner, the latter either pains you with 
disgust or lulls you to sleep, by indulging in all the sang froid of 
a cold calculating philosopher; his whole demeanour declaring 
that he feels—if he feels at all—as if neither himself nor his hear- 
ers had any part or lot in the matter. 

This, however, is not the case with all. We have our Apollos, 
who, inspired with the Spirit of their Master, (who spoke as never 
man spake,) acting under a consciousness of their high calling 
ind tremendous responsibility, pour forth the unrestrained effu- 
sions of hearts replete with love to God and man, while their 
hearers confess, by their sobs and groans, that their speaker “is 
sufficiently eloquent.” Indeed, when a minister of Christ feels 
the infinite importance of his subject, when it presses upon his 
soul as involving the everlasting interests of himself and his lis- 
tening auditory, though he be naturally “rude in speech,” he 
will be eloquent. He will, indeed, as one observes, “forget 
method, forget order, he will forget himself,” being lost in the 
tremendous importance of his subject, and carried out of himself 
in search of the lost souls with which he is surrounded. With 
what majesty does such a man appear! He preaches not himself, 
but Jesus Christ. His theme inspires him. His inspiration is 
from above. His whole soul is wrapt up in the sublimity, the 
depth, the tremendous solemnities of his subject! The gestures 
of his body, the expression of his eyes, the very muscles of his 
face, all have a tongue, while the tongue itself pours forth a tor- 











TO A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 143 


rent of eloquence which overwhelms his congregation by its im- 

etuous force. How diminutive, in comparison to such a man, 
does the dull reader appear, pleasing himself with the eloquence 
of his well-tarned periods, and playing with the harmony of his 
sentences, and priding himself upon the high literary character of 
his composition ! ' ; 

But if this man have, in addition to a sense of the immense 
weight of his subject, a comprehensive view of the grand system 
of redemption.and salvation, a command of appropriate language ; 
if his mind be imbued with useful knowledge, and has not through 
timidity or a wrong use of artificial rules, contracted an unnatural 
stiffness and awkwardness of manner and enunciation, but has com- 
mand of himself as well as his subject; he will always-exhibit that 
kind of eloquence which will command attention and produce effect. 
Truth, instead of freezing upon his lips, will warm his whole soul, 
sanctify and enliven every passion of his heart, and produce cor- 
respondent emotions in his audience. He will be less attentive,— 
though not entirely inattentive—to the beauty and elegance of 
language, than he will to the clearness of his perceptions, the sim- 
plicity of his doctrines, and the perspicuity of his illustrations, and 
the force of his appeals to the understandings and consciences of 
his hearers. A man who clearly comprehends his subject, is 
master of his own thoughts, and communicates them in chaste 
and appropriate language, will rarely fail,—if a becoming earnest- 
ness evince the interest he feels in the subject,—to succeed iin 
arresting the attention of his auditory, or of awakening their minds 
to serious reflection. 

But of all the disgusting practices which a man can exhibit in 
the pulpit, mimickry is the most disgusting. I once set under one 
of those good meaning souls, and was alternately chilled and 
heated; and sometimes, from writhing and twisting in order to 
give a sort of playfulness to my feelings, I must have exhibited 
gesticulations as awkward as my recondite speaker ; for the good- 
natured creature was now aping A. then B. now assuming the: 
voice of C. then D. and in some moments of forgetfulness, when 
his subject seemed to call off his attention from his numerous 
prototypes, he spoke in his natural tone, which, indeed, was far 
from being disagreeable; but when he came to the lisping sound 
of S, when an uncommon effort was visible to imitate a favourite 
speaker, the teeth and tongue, coming in close and continued con- 
tact, made such a hissing noise, that | was almost thrown from my 
balance, by a strange association of ideas! “Thinks I to myself,’’ 
when was he imported from Africa, that he should yet be so much 
like the monkey breed! Or does he think we are all such a set of 
fools as to be pleased with these apish tricks? But another thought 
happily passed my mind, which saved me from the severe morti- 
fication 1 must have felt from exposing my weakness before so 
numerous and respectable a congregation: a tear substituted the 
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rising laugh, when I thought of the great and striking contras: 
between the awful subject of which he was treating and the man- 
ner in which it was treated. I thought what a pity, that a cause 
for which the Saviour of the world bled, for which apostles and 
saints have burned, should be thus degraded, thus trifled with, by 
exhibiting over it the disgusting airs of a mimicking mountebank! 
What rendered him more ridiculous still was, when he seemed the 
most engaged in this kind of spiritual quackery, he seemed the most 
elated with himself, as though he was then displaying the pre- 
eminent qualities of the finished orator. I could but think, what 
a pity this man could not for a moment prefer himself to all others, 
however exalted those others might be in his own estimation: at 
least so far as to be natural. 

Be yourself, then, however ugly that self may be. Another 
man’s coat will not suit you, however well it may sit on his 
shoulders. 

But still, you will not be contented, I suppose, unless you have 
rules. Well, then, first, study yourself. 2. Understand your sub- 


ject. 3. Feel its importance. 4. Keep master of yourself—that 


is, be not depressed by timidity, nor swollen with self-confidence 
and vanity. 5. While you derive all the knowledge you can from 
every source, and especially from all you hear and read, make no 
efforts to imitate any man, neither in his gestures, the intonations 
of his voice, nor the peculiar enunciation of his words. 6. Set 
God always before you ; and as if standing upon the threshold of 
eternity, labour as though this might be your last effort to save 
those who now hear hes And if you must have artificial helps, 
study Blawr, Campbell, Maurry, Knox, and Wesley. 

But above all, if you would succeed in accomplishing the all- 
important end of your mission, be most solicitous for the holy 
anointing. While it is said of Stephen that “he was a good 
man,” it is added that he was “‘ full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.” 
It is, indeed, the inspiration of the Holy Ghost which gives to a 
minister a just claim to his peculiar office, and which fits him for 
the efficient and successful discharge of its highly interesting 
duties. Thus qualified he preaches not with “ enticing words of 
man’s wisdom, but in the demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power.” His word cuts its way through the foldings of the sin- 
ner’s heart; and he confesses that God is with His ministers of a 
truth. In the fulness of his heart he pours forth the strains of di- 
vine truth, and his doctrine distils as the “‘ dew upon the grass, 
and as the rain upon the tender herb.” 

It might be asked, ‘“‘ What has this to do with the evidence of 
Christianity?” What has this to do with it! Is it no evidence of 
the truth of a doctrine for its professed advocate to preach as if 
he believed it? How many skeptics have been, as they have 
thought, confirmed in their perpetual doubtings, by the cold in- 
different manner in which truths of such acknowledged impor- 
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tance have been delivered? How disgusting to an intelligent mind 
to see a man in the pulpit apparently more attentive to himself 
than to his subject, and mumbling over the tremendous truths of 
God with less pathos than a school-boy would read his lesson! 
And is it not more disgusting still to see a proud man recommend- 
ing humility, a stiff, haughty man, praising the virtues of gentle- 
ness and meekness, a hard-hearted, unconverted man, urging the 
necessity of penttence and conversion? If hypocrisy and incon- 
sistency be contemptible in any one, it is most assuredly so in a 

rofessed ambassador 6f God. Let, then, the evidence of truth 
shew itself in the sincerity, the earnestness, and lowliness of your 
manner, that those who hear you may credit the sincerity of your 


own faith. . 
(To be Continued.) 





RELIGIOUS LETTERS. 
(Continued from page 113.) 
LETTER XVI. 


To Mrs. Elizabeth Gouverneur, of New-York. 

Dear Mapa, 

Your very agreeable letter of the 2d ultimo, I have had 
the pleasure of receiving. As by the contents of it, I perceive. 
you are sensible of the importance of religion;—(by which I un- 
derstand unfeigned contrition for sin; faith in Jesus Christ; a re- 
liance on his merits for salvation and purity of heart; a life of un- 
dissembled piety, or a sincere and universal observance pf the 
divine precepts, to the utmost of our power ;)—permit me to men- 
tion that it is my sincere wish and ardent prayer, that yourself ; 
Mr. Gouverneur, your little ones and friends, may be so blest as 
to participate of the happy effects of the Christian Dispensation. 

But ah! Madam, how many are there who would blush were 
they to know they were even thought to be pious ; that is, beings 
of reason, honour and virtue, and who make it their study to 
please and serve the God of infinite perfection, who gave dein 
existence, and who is continually opening his hand liberally and 
favouring them with his bounty !—And what multitudes are there 
who “live without God in the world ;” who, with the perfection 
of folly, temerity and impiety, make a jest of every thing serious, 
and consume their days in vice as though they were formed for 
no higher end than to eat and drink; to laugh and die! 

Infatuated mortals! How soon must the scene be changed! 
How soon will they be torn from the sinful embrace; ‘for ever 
close their eyes upon all sublunary objects; their persons be clothed 
with putrefaction ; their souls covered with confusion and infamy, 
and be filled with sorrow and woe! 

Affecting thought! To consider that, for the practice of iniqui- 
ty, they now endure the terrors of guilt, and rob themselves of 
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the delights of virtue; that, in a short period, they must be con- 
signed over to inconceivable and unceasing misery, and be for 
ever secluded the ineffable and never ending glories and joys of 
Heaven, how doth humanity weep at their situation? Who would 
not rejoice at their return to virtue? Who can forbear to pray for 
their reformation? 

Let the svectacle of sin, and its consequences, in others, occa- 
sion us to flee it with the utmost detestation and abhorrence; and 
to “draw nearer to God,” in all his holy ways, that he, in con- 
descending goodness, may “draw nearer to us;” bless us with 
his presence; preserve us from evil, and at last receive us into 
his heavenly kingdom! . 

O! happy prospect! O! blessed hopes of eternal bliss! O! 
transporting idea, to associate with all the blest company of the 
celestial regions. 

Should Providence not suffer me to enjoy, dear madam, much 
of your conversation on earth, may we-be so favoured as to spend 
eternal ages together in that happy place, wherein will be no dis- 
quietude nor pain, nor any thing to embitter, even for a moment, 
those rivers of pleasure we shall enjoy, which will for ever flow 
at the right hand of God. 

But before we can expect to enter upon heavenly bliss ; or to 
be invested with ‘ the palm of victory and crown of glory, which 
fade not away,” we must look for a season of soraflac with sin 
and Satan; or many impediments in our Christian course. The 
best of persons find it necessary to make use of every aid in their 
power, that, at last, they may vanquish their spiritual foes: And 
pardon me, madam, if I take the liberty of suggesting the follow- 
ing particulars, the observance of which, (if they ‘are unpractised 
by you,) will, I trust, cause you more perfectly to be united to 
the Divine Being by faith and love. 

1. Frequent and fervent devotion, in the closet, at least three 
times a day, and pious ejaculations every hour, through the day, 
or more frequent. 

2. Reading some portion of the Holy Scriptures daily, with 
some good exposition of them. 

3.. Serious meditation, on the most important religious subjects. 

4. Avoiding all levity of conversation, and the very appearance 
of evil. 7 

5. Perfect resignation to each dispensation of divine Provi- 
dence. 

6. Self-examination at night of our conduet the day past. : 

I shall only add to this letter, that I shall always be happy in 
your correspondence ; that Mrs. Ogden’s affectionate regards 
awaits yourself and Mr. Gouverneur, and that, with great esteem, 

Iam, Dear Madam, 
Your sincere friend, 
. And most obedient servant, 

Newtown, 6th Dec. 1783. Uzau Ocpen. 
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LETTER XVII. 


vo Mr. Anthony Gouverneur, at the Island of Curacao, a youth of about fifleen 
years old. 


Dear ANTHONY, 

Berore this, we hope you have safe arrived at Curacao, 
and are happily situated with your worthy brother there. I can- 
not but rejoice at the thought of these circumstances in your fa- 
vour, and assure myself that by your dutiful behaviour, integrity 
and industry, you will endear yourself to your brother, who, if 
your life shall be preserved until you shall become of age; and if 
his life also shall be prolonged to that period, will have it in his 
power to be of-great service to you in business, and who, I doubt 
not, if you shall be deserving of his esteem, will, with pleasure, 
do you every necessary kind office in his power: And from the 
goodness of your disposition, and the amiableness of your past 
conduct, I do not entertain the least doubt, but you will give 
satisfaction to Mr. Gouverneur and do honour to yourself. 

But how successful soever you may be in these particulars, or 
in the concernments of the world, unless you shall be truly reli- 
gious, your end must be miserable. Let me, therefore, with fer- 
vency, entreat you, to pay due attention to the “one thing needful.” 
Consider where would be your profit, should you gain even the 
whole world, and at last lose your soul. Be diligent therefore in 
the practice of Christianity. Pray to God, frequently, at least 
three times each day, and with ardour. Revere the holy Sabbath. 
Read the sacred writings often, and often meditate on the things 
of the invisible world, and on death and judgment. Avoid idle, 
profane discourse; evil company, and the very appearance of 
iniquity. Dare to be sincerely pious, though this should expose 
you to.the derision of some persons. Remember, none but the 
unworthy, can despise so praise-worthy a thing as the practice 
of religion; remember too, that the favour of God is to be pre- 
ferred before the favour of evil men; and that those who are 
“ashamed of Christ and his ways, of such he will be ashamed 
when he shall come to judge the world with his holy angels!” 
Oblige me with a letter by every opportunity, and I will answer 
v our epistles with cheerfulness. Adieu, 

My dear Anthony, and believe me to be, 
Your sincere friend, 
And very humble servant, 

Newtown, 26th Dec. 1783. Uzat Oepen. 


b 
ON DRUNKENNESS. 


Oh that men should put an enemy into their mouths to steal 
away their brains. SHAKSPEARE. 

All the crimes on the earth do not destroy so many of the 
Human Race, nor alienate so much Property as Drunkenness. 
Lorp Bacon. 
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ON WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE. 


Where shall wisdom be found ? and where is the place of un- 
derstanding ? 

Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the 
jand of the living. 

The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not 
with me. 

It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for 
‘he price thereof. 

It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious 
onyx, or the sapphire. : 

The gold and the crystal cannot equal it; and the exchange of 
it ‘shall not be for jewels of fine gold. 

No mention shall be made of corals, or of pearls: for the price 
of wisdom 1s above rubies. 

Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart 
from evil is understanding. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom. Length of days is in 
her right hand; and in her left hand, riches and honour. Her 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 


Let the enlargement of your knowledge be one constant view 
and design in life; since there is no time or place, no transac- 
tion, occurrence, or engagement, which excludes us from this me- 
thod of improving the mind. 

When we are in the house, or in the city, wherever we turn 
our eyes, we see the works of men; when we are in the country, 
we behold more of the works of God. The skies, the ground 
above and beneath us, and the animal and vegetable world round 
about us, may entertain our observations with ten thousand va- 
rieties. 

From observation of the day and night, the hours and the fly- 
ing minutes, learn a wise improvement of time; and be watchful 
to seize every opportunity to increase in knowledge. 

From the vices and follies of others, observe what is hateful in 
them; consider how such a practice looks in another person, and 
remember, that it looks as ill or worse in yourself. From their 
virtues learn something worthy of your imitation. 

From your natural powers, sensation, judgment, memory, hands, 
feet, &c. make this inference, that they were not given you for 
nothing, but for some useful employment for the good of your fel- 
low creatures, your own best interest and final happiness. 

Thus from every appearance in nature, and from every occur- 
rence of life, you may derive natural, moral, and religious obser- 
vations to entertain your minds, as well as rules of conduct in the 
affairs relating to this life, and that which is to come. 
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Let the circumstances and situations of life be what they will, 
a man should never neglect the improvement that is to be derived 
from observation. Let him travel into the East or West Indies, 
and fulfil the duties of the military or mercantile life there ; let 
him rove through the earth or the seas for his own humour as a 
traveller, or pursue his diversion in what part, of the world he 
pleases as a gentleman; let prosperous or adverse fortune call him 
to the most distant part of the globe; still let him carry on his 
knowledge, and the improvement of his faculties by wise obser- 
vations. By these means he may render himself some way useful 
to mankind. 

But in making your observations on persons, take care not to 
indulge that busy curiosity, which is ever inquiring Into private 
and domestic affairs, with an endless itch of learning the secret 
histories of families. Such curiosity begets suspicions, jealousies, 
arid furnishes matter for the evil passions of the mind, and the im- 
pertinences of discourse. 

Be not also too hasty to erect general theories from a few par- 
ticular observations, appearances, or experiments. This is what 
the logicians call a false induction. A hasty determination of some 
universal principles, without a due survey of all the particular 
cases which may be included in them, is the way to lay a trap for 
our understandings in their investigation of any subject, and we 
shall often be taken captives by mistake and falsehood. 

There are five eminent means or methods, whereby the mind 
is improved in knowledge; and these are, Observation, Reading, 
Instruction by lectures, Conversation, and Meditation; the last of 
which is in a more peculiar manner called study. - 

Observation is the notice that we take in all occurrences in hu- 
man life, whether they be sensual or intellectual; whether relating 
to persons or things, to ourselves or to others. It is this that fur- 
nishes us even from our infancy with a rich variety of our ideas, 
propositions, words, and phrases. It is by this we know that fire 
will burn, that the sun gives light, that a horse eats grass, that an 
acorn produces an oak, that man is a being capable of reasoning 
and discourse, that our bodies die and are carried to the grave, 
and that one generation succeeds another. All those things which 
we see, which we hear or feel, which we perceive by sense or 
consciousness, or which we know in a direct manner with scarce- 
ly any exercise of our reflecting faculties, or our reasoning powers, 
may be included under the general name of observation. 

Reading is the means whereby we acquaint ourselves with what 
other men have published to the world in their compositions. 
These arts of reading and writing, are of infinite advantage ; for 
by them we are made partakers of the sentiments, observations, 
reasonings, and improvements of all the learned world, in the 
most remote nations, and in former ages, almost from the begin- 
ning of mankind. 
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Public or Private Lectures, are such verbal instructions as are 
given by a teacher, while the learners attend in silence. We learn 
in this manner religion from the pulpit; philosophy or theology 
from the professor’s chair; and mathematics by a teacher shewing 
us various theorems or problems, that is, speculations or practices, 
by demonstration and operation with all the instruments of art 
necessary to those operations. 

Conversation is another method of improving our minds, where- 
in, by mutual discourse and inquiry, we learn the sentiments of 
others, as well as communicate our sentiments to others in the 
same manner. Sometimes indeed the advantage is only on one 
side; as when a teacher and a learner meet and discourse together ; 
but frequently the profit is mutual. Under the head of conversa- 
tion we rank disputations of various kinds. 

Meditation, or Study, includes those exercises of the mind 
whereby we render all the former methods useful for our increase 
in true knowledge and wisdom. It is by meditation we confirm 
our remembrance of things, of our own experience, and of the 
observations we make. It is by meditation that we draw various 
inferences, and establish in our minds general principles of knowl- 
edge. It is by meditation that we fix in our memory whatever 
we learn, and form our own judgment of the truth or falsehood, 
the strength or weakness, of what others speak or write. It is 
meditation or study, that draws out long chains of argument, and 
searches and finds deep and difficult truths, which before lay con- 
cealed in darkness. 

Each of these five methods has its peculiar advantages, by which 
it materially assists the others; and its peculiar defects, which have 
need to be supplied by the assistance of the rest. 

Skill in the sciences is indeed the business and profession but 
of a small part ef mankind; but there are many others placed in 
such an exalted rank in the world, as allows them much leisure 
and large opportunities to cultivate their reason, and to beautify 
and enrich their minds with various knowledge. Even the lower 
orders of men have particular callings in life wherein they ought 
to acquire a just degree of skill, and this is not to be done well 
without thinking and reasoning about them. 

The common duties and benefits of society, which belong to 
every man living, as we are social creatures, and even our native 
and necessary relations to a family, a neighbourhood, or govern- 
ment, oblige all persons whatsoever to use their reasoning powers 
upon a thousand occasions; every hour of life calls for some 
regular exercise of our judgment to time and things, persons 
and actions: without a prudentzand discreet determination in 
matters before us, we shall be plunged into perpetual errors in our 
conduct. 

Now that which should always be practised, must at some time 
be Jearnt. 
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Besides, every son and daughter of Adam has a most impor- 
tant concern in the affairs-of a life to come, and therefore it is a 
matter of the highest moment for every one to understand, to 
judge, and to reason aright about the things of religion. 1 is 
vain for any to say we have no leisure or time for it. The daily 
intervals of time, and vacancies from necessary labour, together 
with one day in seven in the Christian world, aliows sufficient 
time for this, if men would but apply themselves to it with half so 
much zea! and diligence as they do to the trifles and amusements 
of this life, and it would turn to infinitely better account. 

Thus it appears to be the necessary duty and the interest of 
every person living, to improve his understanding, to inform his 
judgment, to treasure up useful knowledge, and to_acquire the 
skill of good reasoning, as far as his station, capacity, and circum- 
stances, furnish him with proper means for it. Our mistakes in 
judgment may plunge us into much folly and guilt in practice. By 
acting without thought or reason, we dishonour the God that made 
us reasonable creatures, we often become injurious to our neigh- 
bour, kindred, or friends, and we bring sin and misery upon our- 
selves: for we are accountable to God, our judge, for every part 
of our irregular and mistaken conduct, where he hath given us 
sufficient advantages to guard against those mistakes.* 

} — 


ANECDOTE OF BOURDALOUE. 


THE reputation for eloquence, which this celebrated preacher 
very early acquired, reaching the ears of Louis XIV. his majesty 
sent for him to preach the Advent sermon in 1670, which he did 
with such success, that he was retained, for many years after, asa 
preacher at court. He was called the king of preachers, and the 
preacher to kings; and Louis himself, said, he would rather hear 
the repetitions of Bourdaloue than the novelties of another. With 
a collected air, Bourdaloue had little action; he kept his eyes gene- 
rally half-closed, and penetrated the hearts of the people by the 
sound of a voice uniform and solemn. On one occasion, he turned 
the peculiarity of his external aspect, to a very memorable advan- 
tage. After depicting in soul-awakening terms a sinner of the first 
magnitude, he suddenly opened his eyes, and casting them full on 
the king, who sat opposite to him, he added in a voice of thunder, 
“Thou art the man.” The eifect. was magical—confounding. 
When he had finished his discourse he immediately went, and 
threw himself at the feet of his sovereign: “Sire (said he,) behold 
at your feet one who is the most devoted of your servants: but 
punish him not, that in the pulpit he can own no other master but 
the King of kings.”—Thornton’s Anecdotes. 


*For farther information upon this important subject, the young reader is re- 
ferred to Watts on the Improvement of the Mind, (from which work the above is 
extracted) a book which ‘ought to be carefully perused by all young persons, par- 
ticularly by those who enjoy the advantages of a regular education —-Baxrer. 


WYANDOT MISSION.- 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


——— ae 


WYANDOT MISSION.* 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. James B. Finley, dated Ridgeville, Feb. 8, 1823. 


Tue situation of brother Elliot's family has made it necessary for me to re- 
side at the Wyandot Mission. This Mission has prospered from the commence- 
ment. We have now fifty children living at the Mission-House, who all attend 
the school, learn well, and live peaceably, are very industrious and obedient to 
their teachers. We might have many more, did our means admit of our taking 
them, which, I hope, by next spring we shall be able to do. O for the crumbs 
that fall from the tables of the rich, to feed these destitute children, the purchase 
of the Redeemer’s blood ! | 

Our society is increasing. I arrived at the Mission-House on the Sabbath morn- 
ing of the 19th January, and found the family in good health. On the 20th I was 
visited by some of my old friends, among whom were John Hicks, Mononque, 
with a young chief who had been converted since my last visit. In the simplicity 
of his heart, this young convert, related his experience of God’s goodness, and be- 
fore he concluded, we were in each other’s arms, shouting Glory to God! We 
were all refreshed from the presence of God. Early next morning I was sent fer 
to visit my old friend, William Walker, the United States Interpreter, who was 
near the end of his earthly course. He had long expressed a strong desire to see 
me. When I approached his bed, he seemed not to know me; but he soon re- 
cognized me, and, raising his hands to heaven, said, ‘“‘O! did I ever think I should 
love Jesus in this manner. O! He will save all that will come unto him in the 
way He has directed. I love Him! | love Himi” I then asked if J] should pray 
with him. “O yes,” said he, “I have long wanted your prayers, Father Finley.” 
1 said, Do you now feel that God, for Christ’s sake, has pardoned all your sins, 
and that you have peace with God? “O yes! yes!” We then kneeled down and 
addressed the throne of grace; and we had a time of rejoicing in God our Sa- 
viour. He soon became speechless: and in about an hour, sweetly fell asleep in 
Jesus. On the 22d I preached his funeral sermon, to a weeping, and, to all ap- 
pearance, a penitential congregation. 

The next day, feeling still much drawn out in prayer for these people, I went 
to visit my old friend, Robert Armstrong, who was taken a prisoner forty years 
since, has a wife and five children, and is now one of our Interpreters, and a 
very good exhortef in the Wyandot language. He was awakened to a sense 
of his condition by the labours of brother Steward. While here others of my 
old friends joined in conversation on the best method of obtaining a comfortable 
subsistence for the Indians. Among other subjects, we had a most interesting 
conversation on the most effectual means to extend the gospel among the neigh- 
bouring nations. Here brother Mononque gave a short narrative of bis visit 
among the Mowhawks, some of whom were excited to attend to the gospel of 
Christ. I requested this zealous minister to continue his visits regularly, and 
whenever he. should deem it expedient, he might form a class as I had done 
among the Wyandots; to this he assented. 

After family prayer and breakfast on Sabbath morning, we set off for the 
Meeting-House, which was about three miles distant. When we arrived at the 
plain, we saw crowds flocking from almost every direction, pressing toward the 
House of God. This sight was truly affecting and gratifying. ‘To see these long 
iost sons of Adam manifesting such eagerness to hear the word of life, produced 
sensations better felt than described. 1 could not forbear praising the Lord aloud. 
[ preached to a large congregation on Rev. xx. 12, and brothers Elliot and Be- 
tween-the-logs, exhorted. The word was sealed to many hearts, as was apparent 
‘rom the groans and sighs, and tears, of the people. After these exercises Were 


* For a more particular account of the School connected with this Mission. see Youth’s Instructer 
‘or April. - 
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closed, to my surprise, thirty-nine came forward and gave me their hand in token 
of their determination to forsake their sins and enter upon the service of God. 
This scene exceeded description. Such weeping, praying, and ‘praising, I doubt 
was never before witnessed in an Indian congregation. Some cried aloud, O Sha- 
Shus, Tamentare! O Sha-Shus, Tamentare! which, being interpreted, is, O Jesus! 
take pity on us, O Jesus! take pity on us. Six of the Mission family joined so- 
ciety. Among others, a Chief of the Seneca Tribe came forward, acknowledgin 
his error, saying, that he had long sinned with his eyes open, but was determine 
to do so no longer. At his own request I appointed the following Friday to 
unite him and his wife together in marriage, and to receive them into the church. 
This was done; after which another of our brethren submitted to the same 
ordinance. 

These things being ended, a Mohawk woman signified a desire to speak to us. 
She informed us that she had often felt a great desire to serve our God, but being 
very weak she had as often fell back ; but that. this winter her desires had return- 
ed stronger than ever, and that now she was determined to begin and to pray to 
God every day, and wanted us to pray for her; that she wished us to tome to her 
town and hold meetings as we now did among the Wyandots, for that they were 
equally needy. We promised to attend to her request. Indeed, how could we 
iy We returned home with joyful hearts for all the great things we had seen 
that day. 

After supper, brother Elliot proposed bolding a class-meeting with those present 
who could speak or understand English, which was accordingly done, and it was 
atime of much quickening. 

The 27th was spent in laying up provision for the Mission family. The next 
day, in company with brothers Hicks, Mononque, and others, we went to brotber 
Punches’, the Seneca Chief, where we found a considerable many, to whom I 
preached, and urged upon them the necessity of living according to our profes- 
sion. After sermon the converted Chiefs came forward, and stated their reasons 
for embracing Christianity, and for being lawfully married, and concluded by‘ 
exhorting others to follow their example in this respect. 

At a prayer-meeting soon after, Washington Big-Tree, a young convert, arose 
and related, with simplicity and energy, his experience of the things of God. He 
said that while the load of sin lay on his heart he was miserable; but that now, 
since the Lord had pardoned his sins, he felt as light as if he had never, felt the 
weight of sin on his heart. He then exhorted all present to pray, and to strive to 
get as happy as he was. His conversation was attended with great power and life. 
We then invited such as mourned on account of sin to come forward and join in 
prayer, and many came bathed in tears, for whom we prayed, and we had cause 
to rejoice in God with exceeding great joy. One young man was baptized, and 
six joined the society, which, with one other who joined next morning, make 
fifty-three in all, who have been received in the course of three days. These 
give the most evident marks of having a genuine work of grace upon their hearts. 
May they persevere! 

From these fruits of our labour, I am fully persuaded that the time is come for 
these tribes of men, to come into the Christian fold. The door, indeed, is open, 
and the Lord seems calling aloud, Who will go for us? Who will help, or rather 
who can refuse to help, to send more labourers into this vineyard? I am now so- 
licited to establish another Mission-School ; or otherwise to receive into the one 
we have, children from the Senecas and Mohawks; and depending upon the 
benevolence and liberality of the Christian public, I am about to venture on an 
enlargement of our plan, not doubting but that the Lord will provide, for the 
earth 1s the Lord’s, an the fulness thereof: Believe me, I feel indescribably happy 
while teaching these hungry souls in their wigwams, and envy not the proud 
basking in their riches, and who know not God. 

My cones is,—being seconded by brother Elliot, who is of the same mind with 
myself, and also aided by our beloved old chiefs,—to extend ourselves next spring 
and summer, among the neighboyring nations. Much of the success of this work, 
in respect to pecuniary aid, must depend on the north and east, for the south have 
missions of their own to support.* But to lessen the expeuse as much as possible, é 


° The Missionary Society knows no distinction between the North and South, East and West. It 
knows, indeed. no geographical limits to its operations, its object being, as expressed in the first 
article of its Constitution, “To assist the several annual conferences to extend their Missionary 
labours throughout the U nited States and elsewhcre.”—Editors. chat: 
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we intend to make the mission contribute to its own suppert, by having Jang 
cleared, and put under cultivation. We design to have forty or more acres of 
corn planted in the spring, and to sow as much wheat and flax as we can. The 
school is increasing, and the probability is that in less than ene year, it wili 
amount to more than one hundred children. P 


A SHORT NARRATIVE OF THE WORK OF GOD IN NEW-BRUNSWICS5, 
NEW-JERSEY. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 
New-Brunswick, Feb. #1, 1823. 


Dear BRETHREN, 
Ir you think that the following communication, will be of any use to the 
friends of Zion generally, or to those in particular who are employed in the cul. 
tivation of Immanuel’s ground, you are at liberty to give it an msertion in your _ 


very excellent Miscellany. C. Pirrman. 


In the year [820, about the middle of the conference year, I was called and 
appointed by my presiding elder, to fill a vacancy in New-Brunswick, occasioned 
by the indisposition of our beloved brother, Jacob Moore. I must acknowledge, 
that it was with much reluctance I complied with this appointment. But for this 
reluctance I had two reasons, viz. I was on a circuit where God was pouring out 
his Spirit, and amongst a people who were lively in religion, and to whom I was 
very closely united in religious affection. The other reason was, | was well ac 
quainted with the almost insurmountable difficulties connected with this station, 
Here I might particylarize, but I forbear. However, in obedience to those that 
had the rule over me, | left the circuit, and if ever I “ went forth weeping,” I as- 
sure you, I did so in this case. When I arrived in Brunswick, I found a small 
society of about seventeen members, who seemed to be rather weak in faith, and 
much depressed in their spirits. And if the reader knew as well as the writer the 
discouragements under which:they had laboured, for years together, he could not 
wonder, but adore that God who had preserved them in the midst of their ene 
mies. My greatest discouragement, however, was the smallness of the congrega- 
tion. Such were the prejudices of the people against Methodism, that it was with 
great difficulty they could be persuaded to hear a man of that deuwomination. 
Under such circumstances, we had constant recourse by prayer and supplication, 
to him with whom is the residue of the Spirit, aod who has the hearts of all men in 
his power. Hence, while the members of my little charge, were almost involuntar- 
ily saying, “ By whom shall Jacob arise, for he is small,’ my own heart in unisor 
with theirs, would frequently groan out, “O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of 
the years.” For a few weeks my regular congregation did not exceed thirty, in- 
cluding the members of society. But it was not long before we began to hope that 
a cloud of mercy was rising, to water our thirsty Zion. We were encouraged to 
believe this, from the very rapid increase of our congregation. One circumstance 
which, under God, contributed to this was, the destitution of all the other churches 
(with one exception) of regular pastors. The circumstance of my being sent 
here just at that time, I have looked upon as Providential. Be this as it may, mul- 
titudes flocked to hear, so that, in three months time, our church was crowded tc 
overflowing. Some heard iu order to cavil, others to learn our real sentiments, 
and a few to be instructed in the science of salvation. Dnring the first six months, 
however, little more was done, than what was preparatory to what has since fol- 
lowed. The prejudices of many were removed, some hearts were softened, a few 
were converted, and about five were added to the society. 

At the conference of 1821, | received an appointment to New-Brunswick as 
a Missionary, as it was supposed that the station could not yet support itself. Ac- 
condiogey [ returned to my charge and recommenced my labours among them. 
During that year, there was nothing very special, but the good work progresse 
radually. At the close of this year, although we had had no remarkable revi- 
val, we found in taking our numbers, and comparing them with the last year, that 
our society was exactly trebled in one year. At the Philadelphia Conference 
for 1822, I was re-appointed to this city, and returned once more to my belov 
charge, under the influence of both hope and fear. I feared that owing to my 
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qenakness of body, and deficiency in talents, I should not be so useful as hereto- 
fore; but I hoped that God would make up all deficiencies by the all-powerful in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghost. This hope in a good degree has been realized. Our 
God has been with us, and plead our cause, and “no weapon formed against us 
has been able to prevail.”” Thus we continued gradually to increase in num- 
bers and in grace, until the month of July, when the “ guod-will of Him who 
dwelt in the bush,” was abundantly manifested to us. We had temarked unusual 
attention and seriousness, both under the preaching of the word, and in our 
prayer-meetings. It was at one of our meetings for social prayer, that this good 
work broke out. Some were converted onthe spot, and numbers awakened to @ 
sense of their lost and ruined condition. This blessed work amidst the most 
powerful and general opposition, contmued to progress until it added between 
twenty and thirty to our communion. I have always regretted that there was so 
little disposition in the other denominations to encourage this work. Had it 
been otherwise, I believe hundreds would have become the subjects of saving 
grace. Atone of our select meetings, we had about one hundred present, who 
apparently were serious. But effective measures were soon taken by the relations 
and friends of many of them, to prohibit them from attending our meetings at all. 
How will they answer for such conduct? And what was worse than all the rest, 
some professors of religion became open persecutors, and thus attempted to de- 
stroy, what by their on they were bound to promote. But we will leave 
them in the hands of God, who will deal with every man according to his work. 
Since that time, there has not been a day appointed for the admission of proba- 
tioners in vain. We have now about one bundred communicants, and with very 
few exceptions we have reason to believe, that they are earnestly contending for 
the faith once delivered unto the saints. Our society, as far as I know, are at 
present in a state of peace and harmony, which is very esseutial to its future pros- 
perity. The work among us as far as I have been able to judge, has in general, 
been scriptural and deep; which may account, in some degree, for the constanc 

and fidelity of its subjects. For during the course of two years and a half, we have 
not been under the painful necessity of expelling more than one or two members 
from society. But notwithstanding all the Lord has done for us, in this place, 
Methodism is still in its infancy, and there are many “ Herods,” here, both in and 
out of churches) who ‘‘ seek the young child’s life.” However, I humbly trust 
that the Lord will preserve it, and that it will soon be sufficiently matured to hear 
and answer the questions even of the “ Doctors in the Temple,” so as to astonish 
and confound them. May the Great Head of the church, “be a wall of fire” 
around and about this little branch of Zion, “ and the glory in the midst of her.” 
And to this petition, the beart of every pious reader of this sketch will respond 


Amen, 
eae 


NT 
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We have received the December Number of the Wes.eyax 
Meruopist Macazine, from which we extract the following items 
of Missionary Intelligence :— 


NecapaTtaM.—This important Station, which was for some time left without 
supply, owing to Mr. Squance having been entirely laid aside by a long-continued 
affliction, which has at engin obliged him to return home, is now again occupied, 
and with every prospect of success. Mr. Cross has been appointed to this Sta- 
tion, with Mr. Karrs, An Assistant Missionary from Ceylon. Mr. Crosr’s last 
letter is dated 30. He preaches twice on Sundays in the Dutch church, and 
has commenced a native School in the centre of the town. He intended, on 
Mr. Katts’s arrival, to visit Tanjore, Tranquebar, and Trichinopoly. At the lat- 
ter place, there is a considerable Society of pious soldiers. 


Sourn-Arrica.—Exiract of a letter from Mr. Wi111am Suaw, dated, Salem, 
Albany, July 12, 1822. 
_ U believe I mentioned in my last, that appearances indicated a revival of re- 
ligion. Happily, these appearances were not delusive: We have not only a large 
attendance upon divine ordinances, but an extraordinary effect, especially during 
‘he first quarter of the year, has attended the preaching of the word. Many have 
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been truly converted to God, both young persons and some more advancéd is, 
life ; and, in some cases, the change has been so evident, and yet so unexpected, 
as to make me think I shall never doubt again in offering the Gospel to similar 
characters. 

The means which have been particularly instrumental in the hands of God, 
in effecting the good we have witnessed, are, a regular and steady attention to 
all our usual means of grace, preaching, prayer-meetings, class-meetings, &c. and 
a systematic and weekly distribution of tracts and other books. This bas been 
highly beneficial. The painful dispensation of Providence. whereby the last two 
harvests have entirely failed throughout this colony, by blignt, have been sancti- 
fied. Want of bread has humbled many hearts, and disposed them to listen to the 
consolations of the Gospel. How mereiful, how wise, is our heavenly Father! 
He afflicts, he corrects the body, “that the spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus.” 

Our English congregation at Graham’s Town, continues to be large and atten- 
tive, considering bow incommodious the place is, in which we preach. We ex- 
pect very soon to occupy our new chapel at this place, which we have every 
reason to believe will be well filled. We shall certainly not have it in our power 
to accommodate the numerous applicants for pews. As it respects the Hottentot 
congregation at Graham’s Town, it is as full of promise as those on any of our sta- 
tions in South Africa. It has continued to improve in number and regularity for 
some time past, although my opportunities of attending to it have necessarily 
Peen few and interrupted. I have, at length, the satisfaction of reporting to you, 
that I have formed a Society among them; the present number of its members 
is ten; it might have been much greater, but the same reason which induced 
me to delay forming the Society among them, has led me to be very careful whom 
I admit into it, now that it is formed. I haye, however, great confidence in those 
already received, that they will be steady in their profession. They speak ina 
most gratifying manner oftheir views and feelings, in reference to the great 
affairs of eternity. You would be highly pleased could you hear the sweet 
harmony with which the congregation sing hymns of praise to the Saviour, and 
see the eager attention with which they hear the word. 

I consider, that the Heathen in this place, with those of Somerset, to all of 
whom, through the kind indulgence of their masters and commanders, we have 
free access, are sufficient to give employ to one Missionary; and I am sure, no 
Missionary will labour long among them without his reward. 

You will be pleased to hear, that, about three months ago, we formed a 
Branch Missionary Society for Albany. The settlers are very poor, but they 
have not been backward in coming to the help of the Lord, as far as their 
scanty means will at present allow. One man, at Salem, has generously de- 
voted a cow, with its increase, and the money obtained by the sale of milk and 
butter received from it, to the Missionary cause. I rather think, we shall not have 
reason to blush, at the end of the year, at the amount of subscriptions. 


West-Inp1es.—Extracts of Letters from St. Vincents, Sr. 
CuristopHers, Dominica, Jamaica, give very encouraging re- 
ports of the state of the work of God on these Islands. 


Barsavors.—The following extract of a Letter from Mr. Surewssury, dated 
Barbadoes, July 31, 1822, will afford great pleasure to our friends, as it exhibits 
encouraging prospects of success on a Mission, which, till lately, has disappointed 
every hope, and has been several times suspended. 


I have never enjoyed greater satisfaction in corresponding with you from this 
station, than at the present hour. The wilderness begins to blossom as the rose, 
and streams to flow in the deSert. 

Generally, the Society was never in a better state. From an accurate knowl- 
edge of every individual, I can with truth testify, that the work of God is be- 
coming deeper in almost every heart: the. classes and prayer-meetings are well 
attended, while the Spirit of grace and supplication rests upon us, enabling us to 
plead with God for the salvation of others. This is especially the case with those 
who have been recently brought to the knowledge of the truth. 

The Society has received an accession of twenty members, during the quarter, 
and four persons have been lately received on trial. Most of those who have 
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joined us are young + sopemns some of them a few months ago were exceedingly 
wicked and depraved. One conversion is remarkable, and worthy of more than 
ordinary notice. The Youth who is the subject of this gracious change, was 
abandoned to every vice. On Easter-Eve he spent his time in rioting and dancing, 
and other excesses, nor did the party of pleasure separate, till the break of morn 
on the Sabbath. His way home lay past the chapel. It was then the hour of 
rayer ; for we have a prayer-meeting every Sabbath morning at six o’clock. De 
elt inclined to enter the place ; while one was calling on the name of the Lord, 
he was deeply awakened ; and his convictions increased under the sermons ti:at 
day delivered. Since that day, he has become “a wonder unto many ;” even 
the wicked admire, while they hate the change. 

While we thus rejoice in the grace of God, as seen in the lives of our mem- 
bers, we have no less reason to rejoice in the happy end of those who have 
lately been numbered with the dead, This year has already witnessed the re- 
moval of four from among us into the eternal world. They were all the fraits of 
this Mission ; they were all brought to God in Barbadoes : and here they all died in 
faith. Surely, this may afford great encouragement, if no other-good had resulted 
from Missionary efforts in this colony. 

I have nothing to state concerning my congregation in town more than I in- 
formed you of in my last. It continues very large. The chapel is frequently far 
too small for the number of hearers on the Sebbath-evening. In the country, 
at the only estate to which I have access, some faint dawnings of good ap- 
pear; but my expectations of success are by no means sanguine. Wiirian 
. Reece, Esq. the proprietor, is still very friendly with me, and willing to accede 
to every proposal ¥ make, for the more effectual spread of Christianity amongst 
his slaves. The main difficulty is, the slaves themselves have no desire to be in- 
structed ; they had much rather be left alone in ignorance and sin. =~ 

I am very happy to inform you, that we have been able to form an Auxilia 
Missionary Society. A meeting was held for this purpose, in the Wesleyan 
Chapel, on the 20th of aa SamveLt Parrrines, Esa. M. D. in the chair. 
We were also favoured with the assistance of two Baptist Missionaries, who 
touched here on the way to their respective appointments : the Rev. Mr. Tixson, 
bound for Jamaica, and the Rev. Mr. Bourne, bound for Honduras Bay. Those 
brethren preached the preparatory-sermons on the preceding Sabbath, The Mis- 
sionary Meeting was tolerably well attended. The collections, on the Sabbath 
and on the following day, were very good; some individuals gave liberally. I 
cannot ascertain exactly the sam we shall be able to raise; but we expect to 
make an annual remittance of not less than £60 sterling. 


Two additional Missionaries, Mr. Turner and Mr. Wurre, 
have arrived at New-South-Wales, on their way to New-Zealand. 


The Cuurcn Missionary Society, and the Baprist Mis- 
SIONARY SOcIEry, are prosecuting their Missionary operations in 
the East-Indies, with increasing success. May the hight of Divine 
Truth illuminate every part of this part of our globe! 


Lonpon Missronary Socirry.—From the deputation to the South Sea Islands, 


_ scenes of Missionary triumphs so interesting, we give another affecting 
etter. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. D. Tverman, to a Lady in England, dated Taheite, 
Nov. 24, 1821. ; 


_ All our brethren, the Missionaries, received us with the most cordial affec- 
tion, while the natives were not backward in giving us every proof of their joy on 
our arrival. I'he power and wisdom of God, as displayed in the structure of this 
wonderful island, can only be exceeded hy that stupendous and marvellous 
change which has taken place among its inhabitants,—a change which fills me 
With incessant astonishment and joy: Had I opportunity and leisure to describe 
the former moral condition of this people, it would be unnecessary that I sheuld 
do it to you: suffice it to observe that it was peculiarly the place where Satan's 
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seat was, and if ever that awful being were allowed an incernation,; it was here: 
The details of this wickedness, given us by the Missionaries since we have been, 
here, are enough to fill us with horror. How many human victims almost daily 
bled upon their cruel altars! Two-thirds of the infants born were instantly mur. 
dered by the hands of their own mothers. I saw one woman the other day, who 
had destroyed eight of her own offspring; { have heard of another who killed 
nine, another seventeen, another twenty!!! The god of thieves,-for there was 
such a god here, was faithfully served, while crimes of other kinds, too horrible 
to be named, every where defiled this beautiful land. All the worst passions of 
human nature were indulged in the utmost possible extent. But, where sin 
abounded, Grace much more abounds! : 

God has done great things for this people. The faithful and holy exertions of 
his servants are most amply rewarded. The prayers of the British churches are 
indeed heard ; and all the expenses which have been incurred are now fully re- 
paid 0 that you and all whose hearts are engaged in doing good to the heathen, 
could but witness what I have already seen ; it would fill your soul with amaze- 
ment and gratitude. 

Where I have been, the Sabbath is universally regarded; not an individual is 
known, whether among the chiefs or the common people, who does not attend 
divine worship on the Lord’s Day. The engagements of that holy day com- 
mence with a prayer-meeting, conducted entirely by the natives themselves, at 
sun-rise. Knowing the backwardness of Christians in England to attend early 
prayer-meetings, what do you think my surprise has been on going to these ser- 
vices, to find their large places of worship literally filled. This is the fact at all 
the situations which I have visited ; the whole congregations indeed attend. At 
nine o'clock in the morning, and at three in the afternoon, there is public worship 
and preaching, when their places are crowded. The congregations make a very 
decent appearance; all is solemn and becoming. They have congregational 
singing, and it is conducted with great proprietyy In the intervals of worsbip, 
there is catechising of both young and old. The natives dress all their food on 
Saturdays ; not a fire is jighted, not a canoe is seen on the water, not a journey 
performed, sot the least kind of worldly business done on the Sabbath. So far as 
outward appearances go, this day is here kept indeed holy: by multitudes, I doubt 


not, it is kept really so. 





Jews Socixty.—The agent of the A. S. M. C. J. the nt Mr. Frey, is pursuing 
the object of his mission with success. In New-Jersey, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Washington, &c. much Christian liberality bas been manifested, as will be seen by 
the list of collections and donations, which we publish every month. 

R. Mirrorn Bratcurorp, Esq. of this city, has been elected Treasurer of the 
Society ; and to him all communications relating to the pecuniary concern of the 
society must be addressed 

It is stated in many papers that the society “ is now negociating for 20,000 acres 
of land on the canal in” this state “to give employment to emigrant Jews from 
Europe,” &c. The late revered president of the rece 4 devised 4,000 acres 
-of land in Pennsy|vania, for supplying Jewish settlers with farms of 50 acres each, 
and left it optional with the society to receive that, or 21000 within two years. 
A committee of the Directors have this subject under consideration, but as yet 
they have been unable to make any very definite report to the board. 


Donations.—Received by the American Bible Society, during the month of Jan- 
aary, 1823: 





To constitute ministers members for life, . . . . ... . . $9000 
To constitute laymen members for life, ee ae ae RS ce 
‘Donation, $3—annual subscriber, $3 pk eg ee ee ee 6 00 
Donations from Bible Societies, . . . . -. +... - 513 
Payments for Bibles, . . . . . - 1 + ee ee ee + . 888177 

$4032 90 


Bibles issued 1805, and 2443 Testaments—value, $2,079 93. 
Eight new auxiliaries were recognized in January.. 


Received by the United Foreign Missionary Society, during the month of De: 
cember, 1822, $616 47. 








159 





RELIGIOU® SUMMARY. 


Received by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, from 
13th December to 12th January, $4,085 67, also, part of a legacy, $750, and 
donations in clothing, &c. amounting to about $1000. 

Received bythe American Education Society, during the month of January last, 
$1,765 26. , 


India.—Late intelligence received from Mr. Fyvie, at Surat, state that 10,006 
Guijuratee tracts havé-been given away since the press. began to work there. 
The New-Testament, in the same Jauguage, has been printed in eight parts, and 
1000 have been distributed. A second native school, of about 60 children of the 
Dhera Hindoos, who eat carrion ! has recently been established. In printing the 
Old-Testament they had proceeded to the oak of Leviticus, and expected to fare 
the whole of the pentateuch printed off -by the close of March last—Seaman’s 


Magazine. 





New-Yoru Metnopist Tract Society.—THE FOLLOWING 18 AN EXTRACT 
OF A LETTER FROM THE Rev. Danigt Dr Viyne:—Through you I would in- 
form the society, that [ have disposed of all the tracts sent-me, except the 
French ones. ‘These I think have been very profitably scattered from the 
Waluut Hills to Lake Ponchaitrain, and from the Mississippi te Pearl-River. 
After distributing nearly 10,000, I have no hesitation in saying, that this means 
of disseminating religious truth, is highly owned by the Lord. I might adduce 
instances of this, but time does not permit. Suffice it to say, that many 
have been reproved, quickened, consoled and instructed ; and some within my 
knowledge, have been awakened to a sense of their lost situation. by — 
them. Upon the whole, I think, the society has great cause for thankfulnegs an 
apasnregeiont. There seems to be but one course before. them, and that is, 
“onward,” and not be weary in well-doing. I have fifty dollars for them, and a 
good prospect of forming some auxiliaries in this country. 





Canaweaa District.—A letter from the Rev. Wirtiam Pattan, mentions a 
revival of religion on Franklin circuit, in the bounds of this district. He ob- 
serves, that at a “ Camp-Meeting held in April last, there were about one hun- 
dred who professed to be converted; and at another meeting held on the same 
circuit there were between thirty and forty professing to find the same blessing. 
In another neighbourhood, where religion had been for some time in a low state, 
there has been a very considerable revival of religion. A society of upwards ot 
fifty, nearly all new converts, has been established in that place.” 


TD 


Locat Preacners ConrerENce FoR THE New-Haven District :—The 
New-Haven District Confereuee of Local Preachers, met at Middlebury, Feb. 
4, 1823. There were present twenty-two preachers, members of Conference, 
besides a number of others. Four were licensed to preach, two recommend- 
ed to travel. It was a time of peace and love; every thing appeared to be 
done in the spirit of prayer. Much of the Divine presence was manifested to 
the Brethren They felt a renewal of spiritual strength, and an increased attach- 
ment to the cause of God. A oneness of soul pervaded the whole, and we were 
often overwhelmed with a sense of the trutb, love and goodness of God. They 
were not only in union among themselves, but they declared themselves to be 
equally so, with their Brethren, the travelling preachers. It was truly delightful 
to hear them speak of their growth in grace, of the deep interest which they felt 
in the prosperity of Zion, of their belief in the doctrine, discipline and govern- 
ment of the church. It was a time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 
They parted with their souls live to God, their hearts warmly united, fully re- 
solved to live and labour more for the Lord. Jesus Christ They were thankful 
that the General Conference instituted the District Conference, tor they found it 
a signal blessing to their souls, the means of uniting them more and more to each 
other, to their Brethren the travelling preachers, and to the cause in general. [It 
was in short a very religious season, and I should say that there was not a feeling 
contrary to love, not a sour look, nor a ‘hard word, witnessed through the whole 
Conference. SamyEt MEerwis. 


New-Haven, Feb, 28, 1823. 
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POETRY. 


Poetry. 


From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 
THE DISAPPOINTMENT: 
A Tale founded on Fact. 


Mine is a tale of former time, 
But hitherto untold in rhyme. 

In Engiand. tow’rd the eastern shore, 
(The muse omits to mention more.) 
There liv’d a man who till’d the earth ; 
Fix’d to the spot that gave him birth, 
Patient of toil,—with ceaseless care, 

He broke the clod, and drove the share. 
This life he liv’d through many a year ,; 
His gains, though nothing large, were clear, 
And, carefuily laid up and counted, 

Fiad now to something great amounted. 
’Tis said that in our life’s decay, 

When youthful foilies pass away, 

Some passions riot uncontro!l’d ; 
Strongest of all,—the love of gold. 

Tis said, the hand, though firm no more, . 
Grasps eagerly the glittering store. 

The man, to whom these iines refer, 

Was thought in this respect to err. 

’Twas then, when God’s uplifted hand 
In mercy shook this slumbering land, 
That Britain heard the Gospel cail, 
From one who labour’d more than all; 
Of stature low ;—but in his soul 
Dweit greatness that might grasp the pole,— 
Benevolence, whose wide embrace 
Encircled all the buman race,— 

And zeal, whose pure and lambent flame 
Shone as in heaven, from whence it came. 
That deep concern for sinners felt, 
Brought him to where our hero dwelt. 

Who shall attempt to paint the throng 
That now, to worship, peess’d along? 
Passing particulars—we mention, 

Great were the silence and attention ; 
Or so it seem’d ;—though, sooth to say, 
The thoughts of some were far away. _ 
The Farmer’s mind was running o’er 
His pigs and poultry,—all his store ; 

He thought of cows, and then of sheep; 
And which to sell, and which to keep. 
Returning from this lengthen’d round 


Of cares terrestrial he found 
The preacher in his app/ioation : 
He was addressing every station : 
Dealing to every one his part, 
And taking aim to reach the heart. 
“ Ye men of wealth,” his doctrine ran, 
“ With honesty, gain all you can.” 
Where is our hero? every trace 
Was alter’d of his former face. 
Misty and duil erewhile, his brow 
Was brighten’d up with pleasure now. 
This was to touch the only chord 
That rang responsive to the Word. 
Interest intense his features show ; 
“The doctrine’s good,” quoth he, “I know 
No rule can shine with clearer light 
Than this;—I’ve always acted by’t.” 
“And next,” the Minister. pursued, 
“Save all you can.”—“ Yes, very good; 
My conduct to a hair! In sooth, 
This is a man that knows the truth! 
Have I not acted on this plan? 
Charge me with error here who can!” 
“ Now to’our third advice proceed ; 
Give all you can,—to those who need.” 
This was an unexpected blow ;— 
An ambush springing on the foe. 
last thou beheld the blank amaze 
Of those, who on the portent gaze, 
When the terrific thunder-stroke 
Rends from the top the knotted oak ? 
Such was our hearer’s visage now,— 
His lengthen’d face, and clouded brow. 
“ His first was good,” said he,—* his second 
Agreed with what [ve always reckon’d ; 
But that which he now bas let fall, 
Truly, I do not like at all.” 


MORAL. 


Run not too hastily away 

With part of what the Scriptures say. 

What though they search thy inmost soul, 
Impartially apply the whele. W. 


EPITAPH, 
By the laie Rev. R. Bowinson, of Cambridge. 


Bold Infidelity, turn pale and die! 

Beneath this stone four infants’ ashes lie: 
Say. are they lost or sav’d? 

If death’s by sin, they sinn’d; for they are here : 

Tf heaven’s by works, in heaven they can’t appear. 
Rezson, ab, how deprav’d! 

Revere the Bible’s sacred page ; the knot’s untied: 

They died. for Adam sinn’d; they live, for Jesus died.—ih. 





